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T  O 


JOHN  TRACY  Efq; 

O  F 

Stanway  in  Gloucefterfture. 
Sir , 

AMIDST  the  general 

Corruption  into  which 
we  are  fallen,  Phyjiek 
has  not  preferved  its  Purity  ; 
though  this,  perhaps,  is  too  im¬ 
portant  a  Truth  to  be  publifhed 
with  Safety.  There  is  a  Craft 

(if 


The  Dedication. 

(if  the  Word  is  not  too  harih) 
in  this  Profeflion,  as  well  as  in 
all  others ;  and  the  greateft 
Part  of  its  Followers  will  not 
fail  to  oppofe  the  leaft  Step 
towards  a  Reformation. 

Your  Reputation  is  fo  well 
eftabhihed,  that  the  Iheltering 
myfelf  under  your  Name,  may 
be  fome  Security  again  ft  Ca¬ 
lumny  ;  your  Efteem  muft  na¬ 
turally  procure  me  the  Efteem 
of  all  good  Men ;  and  this,  one 
would  think,  might  in  fome 
Mealy  re  fofcen,  it  not  entirely 
fubdue  the  Spirit  of  Detrac¬ 
tion.  .  . 


To 


The  Dedication, 


To  mention  the  Antiquity 
of  your  Family  (though  it  ex¬ 
tends  to  the  molt  ancient  of 
our  Kings)  is  needlefs:  Your 
own  Ter  fond  Merit  gives  you 
a  much  higher  V  aloe,  not  on¬ 
ly  than  your  Birth ,  but  than 
any  Title  which  the  Crown 
could  confer  upon  you  :  1  have 
ever  hated  Flattery ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  not  a  Gentleman 
who  has  the  Honour  and  Flap - 
pinefs  to  know  you,  but  will 
readily  allow  that  what  I  fay 
of  you  is  ftriclly  true. 

Could  this  EiTay ,  as  effec¬ 
tually  eftablifti  the  Health ,  as 
the  whole  Courfe  of  your  Life 


The  Dedication. 

lias  promoted  die  Happinefs  of 
Mankind,  it  would  more  than 
anfwer  my  utmoft  Hopes: 
But  however  Short  I  may  fall 
in  this  Refpedt,  I  have  at  leaft 
an  Opportunity  of  gratifying 
my  Ambition,  by  declaring 
myfelf, 

S  I’R,  '  . 

Tour  mft  obliged , 

Mofi faithful 7  and 

Moji  devoted  Servant , 


Thomas  Dover. 


PHYSICIAN’S 

Legacy  to  his  Country. 


IH  A  V  E  fpent  the  greateft  Part  of  my 
Life  without  the  lead  Thought  of 
becoming  an  Author ;  and  if  it  ftiouid 
be  asked, V/hat  makes  me  now  appear  in  Print : 
I  anfwer.  That  I  have  acquired  In  Phyfick, 
by  my  long  Study  and  Pradice,  what  I  con¬ 
ceive  may  be  for  the  common  Benefit  of 
Mankind  j  and  therefore  I  publifh  my  Ob- 
feryations. 


If  this  fiiould  not  be  allowed  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  Reafon  by  fome  who  have  expreffed 
no  good  Will  towards  me,  it  will  give  me 
but  little  Concern  :  I  leave  what  I  write  to 
the  unprejudiced  Reader. 


My  Defign  is  to  touch  on  fuch  Parts  of 
Phylick,  as  I  conceive  moft  neceflary  to  be 
underftood  by  every  Praditioner,  and  which 
feem  to  me  hitherto  to  have  been  neither  ex¬ 
plained,  nor  accounted  for  in  a  proper  Man¬ 
ner,  notwithftanding  the  voluminous  Works 
in  which  they  have  been  treated  of. 

* 

Authors  for  the  moft  Part  follow  one 
another,  and  deviate  but  little  from  the  com¬ 
mon  Track.  This  Method  I  ftiall  in  no 
wife  purfue  •  my  Defign  being  to  fet  down 
only  fuch  Things  as  have  occurred  to  me 

from  the  Pradice  and  Experience  of  forty 

nine  Years.  . 


I  am 


I  am  very  fenfible  that  my  Stile  is  not 
corred,  and  I  lhall  take  no  extraordinary 
Care  to  polilh  it.  I  lhall  be  fufficiently  fa- 
tisfied,  if  what  I  write  be  intelligible,  and 
if  my  Matter  be  thought  worth  attending  to. 
In  a  Word,  I  lhall  be  contented  if  this  Trea¬ 
dle  does  but  in  fome  Meafure  deferve  the 

< 

Charader  which  Mr.  Budgell  gives  of  the 
Writings  of  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle 
Efq;  in  his  moft  excellent  Memoirs  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  the  Boyles.  Mr.  Budgell,  who  feems 
to  inherit  the  Genius  of  his  near  Relation 

* 

the  great  Mr.  Addifon ,  Ipeaks  of  Mr.  Boyle’s 
Stile  in  the  following  Words : 

i  .fp  ■  . 

a  It  mnjl  be  confejfed ,  that  his  Stile  is 
a  f*ar  prom  being  corred ;  that  it  is  too 
i(  wordy  and  prolix ;  and  that  though  it  is 
“  for  the  moft  fart  plain  and  eafy yetj, 
“  that  he  has  fometimes  made  ufe  of  harfi 
i(  and  antiquated  Exprejfms ;  yet  under 

B  2  <c  all 


(  4  ) 

f 

«  all  thefe  T)  if  advantages,  fo  cur  mis  is  his 
<E  Matter,  and  fo  folid  are  his  Obfervations> 
“  that  the  hardeft  Thing  we  can  fay  of  his 
“  moft  catelefs  Tiece  is,  That  it  appears 
“  like  a  beautiful  Woman  in  an  Undreis. 

*  .  '  4  '  ’  •  *  :  .  .  .  -O  .  \  V  V  ,  •  *  i 

ft*  -  -  • 

If  a  Gentleman,  who  is  fo  perfect  a  Matter 
of  every  Sort  of  Stile  himfelf,  (for  though 
I  cannot  paint ,  yet  I  pretend  to  know  a 
good  Picture,)  prefers  folid  Matter  to  a 

FlouriJJj  of  Wi ords,  I  hope  none  of  my 

_ 

Readers  will  pretend  to  be  more  iqueamifh. 

It  is  effentially  neceffary  in  the  Cure 

of  Difeafes,  to  be  throughly  acquainted 

with  the  Nature  of  them  :  Without  this 

Knowledge,  no  Good  is  to  be  done.  On 

the  contrary,  much  Harm  may  probably 

enfue  from  the  Phylicians  miftaking  the  Pa- 

pent  s  Cafe  j  which  in  fome  Perfons  is  eafily 

uncovered,  in  others  very  difficult  to  under¬ 
hand. 


This, 


This,  I  apprehend,  proceeds  from  the 
Affinity  and  Refemblance  there  is  between 
different  Difeafes  which,  though  often  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  Symptoms,  yet  pro¬ 
ceed  from  different  Caufes,  and  confequently 
require  various  Methods  of  Cure  :  For  which 
Realbn  the  Phyfician  ffiopld'  be  very  cautious 
in  prefcribing,  till  he  has  fully  examined 
the  Symptoms  of  the  Dileafe,  compared 
them  with  the  feveral  Anfwers  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  and  till  he  has  juft  Reafons  to  think 
he  underftands  the  Nature  of  the  Diftem- 
per. 

Complicated  Gales  are  moft  difficulty 
neither  is  it  poffible  to  determine  any  Thing 
of  them  before  they  happen,  by  Reafon  of 
their  various  Degrees,  and  uncertain  Combi-* 
pations. 


In  thefe  Cafes,  fo  very  hard  to  be  ad- 

0 

Jutted,  it  may  be  pardonable  for  a  Fhyfician 
to  err  a  little;  but  in  fimple  Difeafes,  the 
Miftake  admits  of  no  Excule, 


To  go  no  farther  than  a  Dropfy.  ■an- '"ii  I 
have  attended  iome  Perfons  in  this  Diftem- 
Per>  where  it  has  taken  very  deep  Root,  -t 
Their  Legs,  Thighs,  and  Bodies,  have  been 
blown  up  like  Bladders  ;  yet  fome  of 
thefe  Perfons  have  been  blooded  four  or 
five  Times,  in  order,  as  was  faid,  to  re¬ 
lieve  their  Shortnefs  of  Breath ;  whereas 

Shortnefs  of  Breath  is  not  always  an  In- 
clicaiion  for  Bleeding, 

There  are  three  Caufes  of  a  cDy(pnaa 
or  Shortneis  of  Breath  ;  Inflammation,  Con- 

VU,;°n>  and  P1<™ude :  Bleeding  in  Con. 

if  i(  -t  been,  ought  to 
'  P  °d£d  i  a,ld  ^  Fulneft,  occafioned  by 

Dropfies 


(  7  ) 

Dropfies,  it  is  pernicious  to  the  laft  De¬ 
gree. 

I  shall  make  no  Scruple  to  affirm.  That 
Shortnels  of  Breath,  though  it  be  what  we 
term  AStio  La  fa ,  makes  no  Diftemper,  with¬ 
out  fome  other  bad  Symptoms  attending  it ; 
if  it  did,  a  Man  who  runs,  or  ufes  any  vio¬ 
lent  Exercife,  caufing  Shortnefs  of  Breath¬ 
ing,  might  be  faid  to  be  diftempered. 

Neither  in  other  Cafes  is  Shortnefs  of 
Breath  to  be  looked  on  as  any  Thing  but  the 
Effed  of  fome  Difeafc,  caufing  great  W eak- 
nefi,  which  on  the  leaft  Motion  is  followed 

with  Difficulty  of  Breathing. 

ft)  v- 

It  may  feem  ftrange  that  this  Difeafo, 
viz.  a  Dropfy,  Ihould  be  fo  grolly  miftaken ; 
when  the  Condition  of  a  Woman,  near  the 
Time  of  her  Delivery,  is  not  more  apparent 
to  the  Eye,  than  that  of  an  hydropical  Per- 
fon.  However,  this  fhews  what  great  Rea- 

B  4  fons 


fons  there  are  to  fet  the  Symptoms  of  Dif- 
eafes  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  poiiible, 

I  shall,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  Subject, 
take  Notice,  in  a  very  brief  Manner,  of  the 
Fluids  in  human  Bodies  ;  a  Point  very  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  underflood,  becaufe  they  are 
the  Seat  of  all  Diflempers ;  whereas  the  folid 

Parts  are  only  pafiive. - Little,  that  I 

can  find,  has  been  faid  of  this  Matter,  though 
the  rsght  Underftanding  of  it  is  of  fo  great 
UTe  in  the  Art  of  Healing. 

Instead  of  giving  us  fuch  neceffary  Pre¬ 
liminaries,  many  lay  the  whole  Strefs  of 
curing  Difeafes  upon  the  Number  of  their 
Receipts,  fluffing  their  Books  with  long  and 
tedious  Prefcriptions  j  which  is  little  better 
tnan  teaching  us  how  to  cure  People,  before 
we  know  the  Nature  of  their  Diftemper. 

i  '  ^  v  L.  V  •  *  +  ■ 

i 

This  brings  to  my  Mind  a  Saying  of  that 
good  and  truly  honeft  Man  Dr.  Sydenham  : 


(  9  ) 

- - Medic  a  Artis  pomp  a  &  dignitas  non 

tam  formularum  Concinnitate  &  Elegantidy 
quam  morborum  Curat  tone  cernitur. 

The  late  famous  Dr.  Radcliff  was  of 
Opinion,  That  it  was  expedient  for  young 
Gentlemen,  entering  upon  our  Profeffion , 
to  travel ;  and  that  fuch  as  purfued  their 
Studies  at  Home,  could  not  (allowing  they 
have  had  the  Advantages  of  an  Academical 
Education)  improve  themfelves  equally  with 
thofe  that  fpend  many  Years  Abroad,  and 

make  good  Ule  of  their  Time. - This 

was  his  Reafon  for  fettling  annual  Penfions 
upon  fome  young  Phy  licians,  that  they  might 

be  in  a  Capacity  to  travel. 

* 

Perhaps  he  had  done  better,  if  he  had 
obliged  thole  Gentlemen  to  practice  Phy  lick, 
at  leaft  ten  Years,  before  their  fetting  out 
for  foreign  Parts :  They  would  then  have  been 
much  more  capable  of  making  fuch  Obfer- 
vations,  as  might  be  of  fingular  Ufe  to 

them  ; 

*  1 


(  10  ) 

them  ;  and  his  farther  my  Opinion,  That  if 
he  had  ordered  them  to.  vilit  the  moft  intern* 
perate  Climates,  where  all  acute  Difeafes 
are  the  moft  violent,  they  would  have  re¬ 
turned  Matters  of  greater  Knowledge  and 
Experience,  than  they  can  ever  acquire  by 
only  palling  through  the  moft  healthy  Parts 
of  Europe which  feems  more  like  travel¬ 
ling  for  the  fake  of  their  own  Health,  than 
that  of  other  People, 

If  travelling  be  ncceflary  to  make  an  ac- 
complilhed  Phylician,  I  am  very  furc  that  I 
have  travelled  more  than  all  the  Phylicians 
in  Great  Britain  put  together. 

But  I  am  going  a  little  out  of  my  Way 

!r 

and  lhall  therefore  return  to  what  I  at  firft 
propofed  •  wherein,  if  I  fall  fhort,  I  lhall 
yet  pleafe  myfelf  in  my  fincere  Defign  of 
being  beneficial  to  Mankind.  All  I  delire 
of  thofe  who  find  fault  with  my  Performance, 
is  to  produce  a  better  in  its  Room. 


In 


In  the  Account  I  give  of  Dileafes,  I 
ihall  endeavour  to  be  as  Ihort  and  intelli¬ 
gible  as  poffible.— —  The  ufual  and  gene¬ 
ral  Divilion  of  Diftempers,  is  into  Chronical 
and  Acute,  and  each  Branch  of  them  is  lub- 

divided  into  many  particular  ones.- - The 

moft  common  I  hope  to  deferibe  in  fo  plain 
a  Manner,  that  even  the  Patient  himfelf 
Ihall  be  able  to  give  a  proper  Name  to  his 
Difeafe. 

T  o  begin  then  with  the  Chronical :  — — . 
Which  as  they  are  the  moft  difficult  to  be 
remedied,  fo  are  they  many  Times  equally 
difficult  to  be  known. — - —  Of  thele  the 
moft  common,  and  moft  painful,  (though 
I  think  not  the  hardeft  to  be  cured,)  is  the 
Gout. 

Gout, 


f 


(  I*  ) 


Gout,  or  Arthritis. 

THIS  has  various  Names,  according 
to  the  Parts  affected  :  ’Tis  termed 
“Podagra  when  in  the  Foot,  Ch'tragra  when 
in  the  Hand,  Gonegra  when  in  the  Knee, 
Sciatica  when  in  the  Hip. 

sTrs  ftrange  to  fee  how  often  Phyficians 
call  this  Diftemper  a  Rheumatifm,  and  a 
Rhematifm  the  Gout.  - —  The  Difference  be¬ 
tween  them  will  plainly  appear  from  the 

Pefcription  I  fhall  give  of  thefe  two  Diftem- 

pers. 

♦ 

Of  the  feveral  Names  above  fet  down  a 
regular  Gout  may  moft  properly  be  termed 
Podagra ,  becaufe  it  begins  in  the  firft  Joint 
of  the  Great  Toe,  and  that  ufually  about 
Midnight  j  where,'  after  it  has  rack'd  the  Pa-  • 

tient 

.  *  '  <4  -  4  V 


(  *5  ) 

tient  forty  eight  Hours  with  a  violent  fix'd 
Pain,  a  fmall  Tumour  begins  to  appear,  in- 
creafing  gradually  ;  after  that,  an  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  then  the  Violence  of  the  Pain 
abates. 

The  firft  Fit  may  laft  a  Fortnight,  or  three 
Weeks  j  but  a  great  Weakness,  and  T ender- 
nels  in  the  Part  afHi&ed,  remains  much  lon¬ 
ger. 

The  Patient  may  feel  no  more  of  this 
Difeafe  for  two  or  three  Years,  or  at  fooneft 
a  Twelvemonth  :  But  what  adds  much  to 
the  Misfortune  of  this  Diftemper,  is,  That 
every  Fit  becomes  more  painful,  and  the  Pa- 
roxiims  more  frequent  and  lafting. 

The  Gouty  Matter  increafing,  riles  to 
the  Ancles  and  Knees,  which,  as  was  faid 
before,  dwell  with  Inflammation  :  This  De¬ 
gree  of  the  Diftemper,  by  fome  Authors,  is 
called  Morbus  Articular  is ,  and  is  always 

attended 


(  M  ) 

i' 

attended  with  a  fymptomatical  Fever ;  for  as 
the  Pains  wear  off,  the  Fever  abates. 

Thus  it  takes  its  Progrefs,  increafing  by 
Degrees,  till  tiie  poor  Patient  is  lacerated, 
and  torn  to  Pieces ;  Chalk-Stones  working 
out  of  the  Joints,  attended  with  other  me- 
lancholly  Circumftances. 

•  *  • 

It  muff  be  oblerved,  towards  the  latter 
End  of  this  Difeafe,  when  the  Fluids  are  al- 
rnoft  wholly  changed  into  gouty  Matter,  the 
Pits  are  not  fo  regular,  nor  the  Pains  fo 

violent ;  but  then  the  Patient  is  feldom  free 

■from  them. 


Physicians  have  been  much  miftaken 
about  the  Caule  of  this  Diftemper  :  That  it 
is  Matter,  appears  from  the  Tumors  and 
Inflammation  that  attend  it ;  but  the  Dif 

K  ‘!1T  11, out  thc  of  ■£ 

*  1  venture  to  affirm  "tis  an 

Alkali:  That  thc  Chaik-St0ncs  .that  work 


out 


> 


(  IS  ) 

out  of  the  Joints  are  fuch,  appears  from  the 
Fermentation  occafioned  by  Acids,  which  in 
{mail  Quantities  caufe  Pains  in  gouty  Pcr- 
fons :  Thefe  Pains  proceed  from  the  Acids 
meeting  with  a  contrary  Quality,  whereby 
a  preternatural  Fermentation  is  railed  in  the 
diftempered  Part ;  and  this  creates  a  Heat 
and  Burning,  the  Heat  being  an  EfFeft  of 
that  Fermentation  or  Motion,  according  to 
the  Learned  Dr.  Willis ,  whofe  Treatife  of 
Fermentation  I  prefer  to  his  other  Works  : 
If  I  miftake  not,  he  gives  this  Definition  of 
it,  viz.  “  Motus  Intefiinus  ad  perfettionem 
ic  alicujus  Corporis,  ye l  ad  Inter necionem 
a  ejafdem 

There  have  been  lo  many  unfuccefsful 
Attempts  made  to  mafter  this  Difeale,  that 
Patients  have  very  little  Faith  left,  and  (as 
they  commonly  fay)  have  no  Hopes  from  any 
Thing  but  Patience  and  warm  Flannel :  But 
with  Submiffion,  keeping  the  Part  warm  is 
wrong,  becaufe  'tis  proprium  Caloris  attra - 

W  here 


(  .< ) 

hen  ;  and  does,  beyond  doubt,  attrad  gouty 
Matter  to  the  Part. 

( 

Notwithstanding  the  many  fruitlels 
Attempts  that  have  been  made  to  cure  this 
niiferable  Diftemper,  Providence  has  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  Difeafes,  left  Means 
for  our  Recovery,  which  in  many  Inftances 
I  am  able  to  make  appear.  I  iball  refer  to 
one  where  the  curious  may  be  fitisfied  :  The 
Coachman  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Vifcount  St.  John  had  a  long  and 
tedious  Fit  of  the  Gout,  and  was  hardly 
able  to  ftir  without  Crutches :  I  gave  him 
a  very  plc&fant  eafy  Sudorific,  which  had 
its  defired  Effed :  — .  1  nfomuch  that  the  Day 
following,  he  walked  from  Albemarle- Street , 
to  Cecil-Streetj  to  give  me  Thanks.  He 
came  to  me  without  the  Help  of  a  Stick, 
and  with  llrait  Shoes  on :  The  Swelling  was 
entirely  gone  :  He  affirmed  that  he  was  ne¬ 
ver  better  in  his  Life ;  and  that  he  was  able 
to  walk  from  one  End  of  the  Town  to  the 
J  other. 


(  ‘7  ) 

Tie  other.  This  is  about  fifteen  Years 
ago. 


The  Fellow  has  never  had  any  Return 
fince,  though  he  was  much  affli&ed  with  it 
many  Years  before.  — — -  It  may  be  asked, 
Will  he  never  have  it  again  ?  The  fame 
Queftion  may  be  asked  of  any  Fever,  (ex¬ 
cept  fbme  few  with  Eruptions  $)  for  many 
Perfbns  are  very  fubject  to  Fevers  every 
Spring  ;  yet  I  prefume  no  Body  will  fay  a 
Patient  was  not  cured  of  a  Fever  he  had 
fifteen  Years  fince,  though  he  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  have  a  Fever  again  this  Year. 

It  will,  I  hope,  at  lcaft,  be  granted,  That 
fuch  long  Intervals  add  much  to  the  Com¬ 
fort  of  Life ;  and  I  am  confident  there  is  no 
Body  can  have  the  Gout  to  that  Degree, 
but  that  there  may  be  a  Rebate  given  to  his 
Pains.  He  may  find  great  Relief  without 
Opiates,  or  painful  Remedies,  which  I  am 
a  Stranger  to,  and  very  much  diflike. 

C  .  T  A 


(  ) 


a  Take  Tamarinds  half  an  Ounce,  Leaves 
“  of  Senna  two  Drams,  Rheuhard  one'  Dram, 
“  boil  them  in  Water  to  three  Ounces, 
16  ft  rain  them  ofFj  and  diflolve  in  them  of 
cc  Manna,  and  the  purging  Syrup  of  Rofes, 
“  each  one  Ounce,  Syrup  of  Buck-Thorn 
Elixir  Proprietatis,  each  two  Drams. 
“  — -Drink  Poffet-Drink,  or  thin  Gruel, 

“  between  Motions.- - Taking  this  once 

“  or  twice  a  Week,  will  leiTen  the  Gouty 
Mattel,  and  break  the  force  of  the  Tits.” 


a 


a 


Iake  Opium  one  Ounce,  Salt-Petre 
ana  1  artar  vitriolated,  each  four  Ounces, 
Ipocacuana  one  Ounce,  Liquoriih  one 
“  0unce-  Put  ^  Salt-Petre  and  Tartar 
“  ln£°  "  red-hot  Mortar>  ftirring  them  with 
«  3  SPT  ,iU  they  h»™  done  flaming. 

'  Then  Powder  them  very  fine-  af- 

ter  fl.ee  in  your  Opium  ;  grind  thefe 

-  owner,  and  then  mix  the  other  Pow. 
ders  w.th  thefe.  Dofe  from  for£y  £q 


u 


<£ 


a 


or 


♦  , 

f 
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ft  or  feyenty  Grains  in  a  Glafs  of  White- 
u  Wine  Poffet,  going  to  bed.  — —  Com- 
“  ing  up  warm,  and  drinking  a  Quart  or  three 
u  Pints  of  the  Poflet-Drink  while  fweating.” 

In  two  or  three  Hours,  at  fartheft,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  will  be  perfectly  free  from  Pain ;  and 
though  before  not  able  to  put  one  Foot  to 
the  Ground,  ’tis  very  much  if  he  cannot  walk 
the  next  Day.  When  it  is  taken,  keep  your 
’  Bed  till  next  Day  Noon.  This  Remedy  may 
be  taken  once  a  Week,  or  once  a  Month. 

Mynsycht's  Elixir  of  Vitriol  taken  often 
in  large  Quantities,  moil:  certainly  deftroys 
Gouty  Matter,  yet  for  fome  Time  it  may 
caufe  Pain  j  but  taken  in  its  due  Latitude,  if 
W ater  will  quench  Fire,  it  muftin  the  End 
have  its  defired  Effect. 

C  2  Dropsy, 
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Dropsy,  called  Hydrops. 

r-|— '  HERE  are  three  Sorts  of  Dropfies  j 
A  the  moft  common  and  molt  fatal,  is 
the  Afcites.  This  Diftemper  is  often  many 
Years  contracting  j  in  fome  near  twenty  Years, 
according  to  the  beft  Judgment  that  can  be 
made.  One  or  two  Inftances  may  make  this 
clear. 


Mr,  William  Staunton  of  Hampton^ 
near  Hampton-Court ,  formerly  a  Chancery 
Clerk  of  Furnival’s-Inn ,  was  for  twenty 
fears  afflicted  with  a  violent  Afthma :  He 


had  many  Phyficians  ;  but  found  no  help  : 
At  laft  he  had  that  Species  of  the  Dropfy 
which  I  am  going  to  deferibe.  His  Diftem¬ 
per  reduced  him  to  that  Weaknefs,  and  made 
mi  fo  corpulent  and  unweildy,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  turn  in  his  Bed,  nor  lie  but  on 
©ne  Side,  mfomuch  that  the  Flelh  was  worn 

off 
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off  the  Hip  and  Shoulder :  It  was  expe&ed 
a  Mortification  would  enlue. - In  this  Con¬ 

dition  Mrs.  Staunton  asked,  If  I  conceived 
any  Hopes  of  him  ?  I  anfwered,  there  was 
but  little  Room  for  Hope ;  yet  .if  lhe  pleafed 
to  try  the  Force  of  the  Medicine  I  fhould 
preferibe,  lhe  might  be  allured  there  was 
no  Danger  in  it. 

He  took  it  every  Night  and  Morning,  as  I 

ulually  give  it. - He  has  told  melince  that, 

it  conftantly  brought  away  from  a  Gallon 

to  five  Quarts  of  Water. - Taking  this  dab 

ly,  it  mull  be  fuppofed  he  was  foon  freed 
from  his  Waters. 

He  has  been  clear  of  his  Althma  ever 
15 nee,  and  enjoys  a  better  State  of  Health 
than  he  has  done  for  twenty  Years  pall. 
This  was  in  the  lixty  feventh  Year  of  his 
Age,  yet  he  has  at  prefent  as  florid  a  Com¬ 
plexion  as  any  Man  of  twenty. 

C  * 
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I  conclude  that  he  had  a  Collection  of 
Waters  in  his  Breaft,  which  caufed  the 
Afthma. 

I  had.  another  Patient,  who  had  a  White- 
Swelling,  as  the  Surgeons  call  it,  in  both 
Knees.  He  came  to  Town,  and  applied 
himfelf  to  Mr.  Bocheer ;  who,  like  an  ho¬ 
ned  Man,  did  little  to  him,  but  advifed  him 
to  go  to  Bath  ;  which  he  did  for  near  twenty 
Years,  as  the  Gentleman  told  me.  But  in 
the  End  this  appeared  to  be  an  Afcites.  I 
was  called  to  him  •  and  upon  purging  off 
the  Waters,  thofe  White-Swellings  totally 
difappeared.  He  told  me  he  had  not  had 
ib  good  a  Command  of  his  Legs  for  twenty 
Years  paft. 

Many  Inftances  of  the  like  Nature  I 
could  produce  ;  but  I  take  thefe  two  to  be 
mfficient  for  my  prefent  Purpofe. 


Hence 
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Hence  It  is  evident  what  flow  Paces  this 
Biflemper  many  times  makes. 

Some  Nicety  will  be  required  to  give 
fuch  a  Defcription  of  this  Difeafe ,  as  to 
make  it  known  in  its  Approaches.  T'is  ea- 
fiiy  prevented,  though  very  difficult  to  be 
cured,  when  it  comes  to  an  Height. ; 

It  begins  with  a  Thirft,  which  infenfibly 
grows  on  the  Patient.  The  Infide  of  the 
Hands  grows  dry  with  a  more  than  common 

Hardnefs,  and  the  Patient  is  attended  with 
an  unufual  Heat.  All  the  Glands  of  Secre¬ 
tion  begin  to  fall  ffiort  of  performing  their 
due  Bundions,  till  at  laft  Tranfpiration 
ceales .  The  U rine  clecreafes  much  in  Quan- 

■  <  U  W'  *  *  *'  •*  *  *»  +  *  ’  % 

tity,  and  is  often  high  coloured.  An  Ina¬ 
bility  to  Motion  increafes  as  the  Body  fills, 
with  great  Shortneis  of  Breath,  and  Lois  of 

Appetite. 

G  4 


Thise 
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These  are  the  federal  Symptoms  of  an 
approaching  Dropfy,  which  ufually  lhews  it- 
felf  firft  in  the  Legs.  This  Diftemper  may 
be  coining  on  feveral  Years,  as  has  been 
above  noted  ;  and  for  want  of  a  due  Exa¬ 
mination  of  the  Patient,  it  has  been  too 
often  taken  for  fome  other  Dileafe,  which 
has  proved  fatal  to  many  People. 

To  deicribe  a  confirmed  Afcites,is  no  more 
than  to  fet  the  foregoing  in  a  clear  Light, 

The  Third:  is  more  intenfe,  Urine  lefs  in 
Quantity,  higher  coloured,  coming  near  to 
the  Water  made  in  a  Jaundice  ;  Shortnefs  of 
Breath  to  that  Degree,  that  there  is  no  lying 
down  in  Bed  ;  an  Inability  to  all  Motion, 
a  total  Lois  of  Appetite,  Jooi'e  Stools,  fre¬ 
quent,  but  in  fmall  Quantities,  The  Legs, 
Thighs,  and  all  Parts  of  the  Body  arc  full 
of  Water;  which,  with  the  Addition  of  a 
Symptomatical  Jaundice,  make  up  the  fright¬ 
ful 
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ful  and  mercilefs  Retinue  that  attend  this 
great  Evil, 

After  all,  I  fhall  venture  to  fay,  That 
let  me  but  come  to  People  as  early  in  this 
Diftemper  as  they  generally  apply  for  Relief 
from  other  Phyiicians,and  it  fhall  be  cured  with 
as  much  Certainty, as  any  other  Gentleman  may 
cure  a  Diftemper  he  thinks  hinrfelf  moil  Mailer 
of.  - — -l  am  furprized  that  the  Paracentefis 
or  Tap,  fhould  be  fo  frequently  ufcd  in  this 

fatal  Difeafe.  - - I  ihould  be  glad  to  know 

if  one  in  five  hundred  has  been  cured  by  it. 

- It  rather  confirms  the  Difeafe,  and  often 

renders  it  incurable,  while  the  poor  Patient’s 
Life  is  protraded  in  Mifery  and  Defpair  j  fo 
that  it  may  well  be  faid, 

Graviora  morbis  patimur  Remedia , 

Nec  vita  tanti  eft,  vivere  ut  poffis,  mor  't. 

Such  Aids  new  Fuel  to  your  Rain  fupply  ; 

Who  values  Life ,  if  he  muft  hourly  die  l 

The 


w 
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The  Tympany,  Tympanites. 


NOTHER  Species  of  Dropfy,  to 


JLl  which  the  fair  Sex  are  only  liable, 
proceeds  from  tneir  freouent  ilea rri ages 
and  hard  Labours :  Befides,  as  they  are  of 
a  much  finer  Texture  of  Body  than  Men, 
they  are  more  fubjed  to  the  Paffions  of  the 

Mind,  which  have  often  been  the  Caufe  of 

this  Diftemper. 


This  is  part  Wind,  part  Water,  fwelling 
the  Abdomen,  or  Belly,  only.  The  Mufcles 
waftc  fo  in  this  Difeafe,  that  the  Patient  be- 


online  in  ima 

tlUeS’  butoften  of  a  healthy  Colour. 

may  be  cured  pretty  much  in  the  i 
with  an  Afcites. 


COmes  a  mere  Skeleton  with  Lofs  of  Appe- 

titC>  1  but  m  a  more  remifs  Decree 
than  in  the  Afcites;  Urine  in  fmall  fW 


£i£ei  Thirft,  but  in  a  more 

than  in  the  Afcites ;  Urine  ii 
•  » 


Kites;  Urine  in  fmall  Quan. 
of  a  healthy  Colour.  ——This 
pretty  much  in  the  lame  way 


Ana- 


(  2  7  ) 


Anas  a  r  c  a. 

H 1  S  is  another  Species  of  Dropfy, 


JL  plainly  differing  from  the  Afcites  and 
Tympany.  The  Symptoms  are  vaftly  more 
unfettled:  The  Swellings  in  the  two  former 
are  fixed  ;  in  this  they  very  often  fhift,  and 
for  the  moft  part  affed  only  the  Mufcles. 
As  for  Example  :  The  Patient  fhall  fwell  on 
one  Side  of  the  Body ;  and  in  a  fhort  Time  the 
Tumor  fhall  quit  that  Part,  and  appear  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  Body  ;  and  in  like  Manner 
fhift  from  one  Thigh,  Leg,  or  Arm,  to  the 
other. 


OJ 


This  Difeafe  is  not  fo  common  as  the 
Afcites  or  Tympany,  and  is  much  eafier 
cured.  Yet  Mr.  ! Towne ,  one  of  the  King’s 
Gardiners,  died  of  it  under  Dr.  Radclijf* s 

Care.  - - A  Gentleman  carried  me  to  that 

unfortunate  Man  *  but  the  Doctor  was  fo 


con- 


confident  of  faving  him  by  the  wonderful 
Panacea  Blifters,  that  I  was  not  fiftened  to. 
The  Blifters,  inftead  of  proving  Remedies, 
only  gave  the  Patient  Pain,  without  afford¬ 
ing  him  any  Help ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  Time 
after  he  died. 

“  Take  Steel  prepared  with  Sulphur  and 
<(  crude  Antimony,  each  one  Ounce,  Diagri- 
“  dium  four  Ounces ;  Make  a  fine  Powder 
“  of  thele  ;  then  add  as  much  of  any  Sy- 
<c  rup  as  will  make  a  loft  Electuary.  — — 
“  Take  a  large  Spoonful  at  Night  going  to 
<c  Bed,  and  another  in  the  Morning,  ftirring 
u  ^  weH  from  the  Bottom,  increaling  or  left* 

<£  ^ning  the  Dofe  as  you  fee  Occafron.  _ 

<c  You  mull  not  drink  during  the  Opera¬ 
tion  of  this  Phyfick,  as  in  other  Purges  ^ 
“  tox  if  you  pour  in  too  much  Liquor,  it 
C<  deftroy  the  End  of  purging,  and  you 

“  Wl11  find  yourfelf  juft  where  you 

u  were. 
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When  your  Waters  are  off,  you  may 
repeat  your  Purge  once  in  four  or  five  Days ; 
then  once  a  Week,  and  fo  on,  to  once  a  Fort¬ 
night,  and  once  a  Month,  till  your  Blood 
has  recovered,  its  due  Tone. 

You  mull  avoid  all  Spoon-Meats,  Fruits, 
and  Garden-Stuff,  of  what  Kind  foever.— — 
And  be  fure  not  to  exceed  a  Pint  and  a  half 
of  Liquor  in  twenty  four  Hours;  for  if  you 
drink,  your  Thirft  will  never  abate.  By 
this  Method,  and  God’s  Blefling,  I  have 
cured  Hundreds  in  my  Time. 

‘  J' 

This  Method  will  fervc  either  in  a  Ty  m- 
pany  or  Anafarca. 


Diabetes 

t _ . 
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Diabetes. 

Tii-j  I  S  is  a  very  fatal  Difeafe,  but  rare¬ 
ly  feen  ;  yet  in  one  Day  I  was  called 

to  two  Patients  that  were  affli&ed  with  it. - 

Riverius  fays,  he  never  faw  more  than  one 
Perfon  labouring  under  this  Diftemper,  in  all 
his  Practice. 

It  arifes  from  breaking  the  Compages  or 
Tenor  of  the  Blood. 

The  Defcription  follows :  ’Tis  attended 
with  a  fmall  Fever,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  intenfe 
Thirft,  a  great  Dejedion  of  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits,  profufe  Quantities  of  Urine  of  a  Violet 
Scent,  with  a  thin  oily  Subftance  fwimming 
on  the  Surface  of  it.  When  all  thefe  Symp¬ 
toms  meet  they  conllitute  this  Diftemper. 


The 
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The  Sort  of  Water  defer i bed  is  very- 
common  in  what  Phyficians  call  fcorhutick 
Cafes.—*-  Upon  which,  after  the  Learned 
Dr.  JVill s  has  made  a  very  long  Harangue 
about  hot  Scurvy  and  cold  Scurvy,  1  mu  ft 
own  my  Capacity  too  weak  to  comprehend 
his  Meaning ;  nor  do  I  believe  the  Bifeafe 
owed  its  Name  to  any  Thing,  but  that  when 
the  Phyficians  met  with  a  Biitemper  they 
knew  little  of,  they  called  it  a  feurvy 
one. 

One  Mr.  Jonathan  Keate ,  feme  Time 
after  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital  at  Kim’s- 
Town  in  Jamaica ,  was  fo  far  gone  in  a 
Diabetes,  that  he  was  not  able  to  get  out 
of  his  Cabin.* — -  I  was  on  Board  with  feme 
Company,  who  told  me  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Ship  lay  dangeroufly  ill,  and  deli  red  to  fee 

me.  * - -  I  foon  perceived  his  Diftemper, 

and  lent  him  Horn.  Shore  what  I  thought 
prouCi.  In  thiee  or  tour  Days  he  came  to 

J  '  ‘Port. 
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Tort -Royal,  to  return  Thanks  for  the  great 
Service  I  had  done  him.  He  did,  as  we  fay, 

fancratice  valere ,  and  fo  continued. - 

This  is  thirty  Years  fince.  - - About  fix 

Years  fince,  I  faw  him  in  Town  ;  he  lodg¬ 
ed  in  St.  Martin* s-Lane,  and  was  then  juft 
come  from  Barcelona. 

I  Shall  only  give  one  Inftance  more:  A 
Perlon,  recommended  to  me  by  his  Grace  the 
late  Duke  of  Richmond ,  was  fo  weaK  in  this 
Diftemper,  that  he  could  hardly  Hand.  — — 
I  ordered  him  ten  Days  after  to  meet  me  at 
the  Duke’s ;  which  he  accordingly  did ;  and 
gave  his  Grace  Thanks  for  being  perfe&ly 
recovered.  He  lived  on  Tower- Hill,  and,  if 
I  miftake  not,  was  an  Houfe-Carpenter  ;  but  X 
have  forgot  his  Name. 

There  needs  nothing  more  to  be  done 
for  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  which  has  hi¬ 
therto  puzzled  Phyficians  in  all  Ages,  than 
to  drink  a  quarter  of  a  Pint  of  Allom  Pof- 

fet- 
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fet-Drink,  firft  and  laft,  made  as  ftrong  as 

« 

your  Stomach  will  bear  it.  — . —  This  I  have 
experienced  for  thirty- five  Years,  and  do  not 
remember  that  it  ever  failed. 


Consumption,  or  Ph tills. 

rr 1  HOUGH  this  be  a  Chronical  Difeafe, 
-®*  it  is  alfo  inflammatory ;  and  I  know 
of  no  other  Chronical  Diftemper  that  is 

lb. 


It  begins  with  a  violent  Cough,  and  is 
always  attended  with  an  inflamed  Mafs  of 
Blood,  except  in  convulfiye  Cafes ;  and  as 
the  Lungs  are  all  Bronchia,  or  little  Air- 
Bladders  of  the  Afpera  Arteria,  when  we 
infpire  the  inflamed  Part,  or  what  we  fee  on  the 
Top  of  the  Blood,  which  the  Phyficians  term 
Pleuritical,  is  Brained  from  the  Mafs,  which 
being  left  in  thofe  Air-Bladders,  occafions  a 

D  great 
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great  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  till  by  violent 
Coughing,  or  frequent  Succujflions  of  the 
Lungs,  it  is  brought  off.  - —  If  this  Mat¬ 
ter  continues,  it  inflames  the  Lungs,  till  at 
laft  they  are  impofthumated ;  and  then  the 
Patient's  Gale  becomes  defperate. 


This  Difeafe  commonly  proceeds  from 
Gold ;  which  increafing,  the  Patient  com¬ 
plains  firft  of  a  great  Sorenels  in  his  Breaft, 
Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  a 
great  Heat  and  Drynefs  in  the  Palms  of 
his  Hands,  with  frequent  and  fudden  Flufh- 
ings  in  the  Face  ;  according  to  that  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  Rubor  pertinax  faturatus  in 
Gents  pulrnonem  indie  at  inflammatum . 

As  this  Difeafe  gathers  Strength,  colli- 
quating  Sweats  come  on  towards  Morning ; 
then  a  Diarrhaea,  or  Looienefs  j  the  Fingers 
Enas  are  fwelled,  and  a  few  Days  before 
Deatii,  the  Legs  fwell,  which  is  the  laft 

Symptom . 


The 
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The  good  Dr.  Sydenham  wonderfully 
commends  Riding  in  this  Diftemper  ;  and 
lie  fays,  r<  Hoc  fan  lie  ajfero ,  quod  neque 
cc  mercurius  in  hue  Venerea  neque  Cortex 
cc  ‘Peruvianas  in  intermittentibus  efficaciores 
cc  extent  quam  in  Phtiji  cur  an  da  exer  citium 
rr  jam  laudatum —  Speaking  of  Riding, 
rr  Modo  £ger  curet  ut  linteamina  lelft  Jint 
r‘  probe  arefafia ,  atque  etiam  tit  fatis  longa 
cc  Itinera  emetiaturP 

V  ,  ' 

But,  with  Deference  to  my  old  Friend’s 
Judgment,  I  have  known  frequent  Bleeding 
in  fmall  Quantities  do  more  good  than  Ri¬ 
ding.  I  fhdll  fet  down  one  Cafe,  of  which 
any  Perfon  may  fatisfy  himfelf. 

A  Nephew  of  Sir  George  CaJwalPs^ 

whofe  Lungs  were  moft  apparently  im- 

pofthumated  from  the  corrupt  and  foetid 

Matter  that  proceeded  from  them,  had  thole 

colliquating  Sweats,  with  a  Diarrhsea,  or 

D  2  Loofenefs, 
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Loofenefs,  and  brought  up  large  Quantities 
of  Blood  every  Day,  almoft  equal  to  a  Vo¬ 
mica  Pulrnonum. 


His  Mufcles  were  almoft  entirely  wafted ;  and 
fo  very  weak,  that  he  could  hardly  walk  alone. 

X  ordered  him  to  bleed  every  other  Day. - - 

He  foonvihbly  grew  better.  — —  I  lent  him 
to  the  Cold  Bath  ;  which  he  uled  to  very 
great  Advantage ;  fo  that  he  foon  grew  heal¬ 
thy  and  ftrong,  and  fuller  of  Flefh  than 
ever. 

Wh  f.n  Mr.  ‘Pettit  blooded  him,  he  would 
often  fay,  he  could  not  poffibly  live  four  and 
twenty  Hours. 

As  this  is  an  inflammatory  Difeafe,  all  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure  ought  to  be  avoided,  except 
fuch  as  abate  the  Inflammation  ;  which,  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  is  ufually  increaled  by  the 
vaft  Quantities  of  Oils  and  Syrups  prefer!  bed : 

J  x.  X 

And  this  is  the  chief  Reafon.  that  Phyficians 


"jh  o  A  '  p. 
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have  had  fo  little  Succefs  in  Confumption 
They  allow  the  Patient  to  ufe  a  ftrengthen- 
ing  Diet,  and  indulge  him  too  much  with 
Wine,  Gravies,  and  the  like,  contrary  to  a 
known  Maxim  in  Phyfick. - -  Impura  cor¬ 

pora  quo  plus  nutries ,  eo  magis  lades. 

Another  Caule  of  Confumptions  is  from 
an  Empyema  ;  which  is  an  Impofthumation  on 
the  Pleura  ;  as  when  Pleurifies  or  Peripneu- 
monies  are  not  blooded  off,  as  long  as  any 
poignant  or  fhooting  Pains  remain,  there  is 
an  infallible  Indication  for  Bleeding.  ’Twas 
faid  the  Lord  Sunderland  could  not  die  for 
want  of  Bleeding,  having  loft  feventy  Oun¬ 
ces:  Whereas  my  next-door  Neighbour  had  a 

.  r£)  .  ^  j 

Servant  feized  with  a  Pleurify,  who  loft  two 

hundred  and  lixty  Ounces  of  Blood  before 

his  Pain  left  him. -  This  Mr.  cPykj  a 

very  honeft  and  eminent  Surgeon,  will  at- 

teft. 
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The  Man  fince  enjoys  a  perfect  State  of 
Health. 

One  Mr.  William  Mafters,  an  eminent 
Surgeon  at  Evejham ,  in  Worcefterfhire,  was 
fo  far  gone  in  a  Confumption,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  Hand  alone.  I  advifed  him  by  all 
Means  to  lofe  fix  Ounces  of  Blood  every 

Day  for  a  Fortnight,  if  he  lived  fo  long; 
then  every  other  Day,  then  every  third  Day, 
and  fifth  Day  for  the  fame  Time.  This  was 

in  the  Month  of  November .  The  March 

following,  he  rode  from  Evejham  to  Brijiol 

s  ^  _  / 

in  one  Day,  which  is  forty- feven  long  Miles, 

to  give  me  Thanks  for  his  Recovery. - 

He  lived  many  Years  after.  His  Relations 
all  died  in  Confumptions.  This  was  the  firft 
Experiment  1  made  of  Bleeding  in  this 

Difeafe ;  and  have  cured  many  fince  by  the 
fame  Method, 

One  Ambrofe  Clark ,  a  Servant  to  Sir 
John  'Dutton  of  Sher bourne ,  in  Gloucefter- 

j!jire , 

2 


(  39  ) 

jhire,  was  fo  very  weak  in  a  Confumption, 
that  they  entirely  defpaired  of  his  Life.  He 
was  blooded  at  leafl  fifty  Times ;  and  in  a 
fhort  Time  recover’d  fo  very  well,  that  he 
enjoys  a  better  State  of  Health  than  ever 
he  did  before. 

cc  Take  Anifeeds  finely  powdered,  Sat- 
u  fron  of  Steel,  each  half  an  Ounce,  made 
a  into  Pills,  with  Lucatella’s  Balfam  ;  take 
cc  five  of  thele  every  Morning,  and  at  Five 
u  a-Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  drinking  a  large 
a  Draught  of  Water  acidulated  with  Myn- 

<c  faht’s  Elixir  of  vitriol.  - -  After  each 

u  Dofe,  Riding  is  of  fingular  UTe,  and  Cold- 
“  Bathing;  but  above  all,  frequent  Bleed- 
“  ing  in  fmall  Quantities :  For,  as  is  before 
<£  obferved,  whatever  keeps  the  Lungs  cool, 
“  is  the  only  Way  to  cure  Confumptions  ; 
u  and  I  have  of  late  experienced  that  Quick- 
a  filver  is  the  moft  beneficial  Thing  in  all 
a  the  World  for  the  Lungs,  taking  one 
u  Ounce  every  Morning.” 

D  4 


Asthma. 
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A  s  T  H  M  A. 

^is  there  are  two  Species  •  the  one 
convulfive,  the  other  proceeding  from 
a  foul  Mai's  of  Blood. 

These  are  not  hard  to  be  diftinguiflied : 
T.  he  Com  ulfive  generally  has  its  Paroxyfms,  or 
Fits  j  and  though  you  may  cough  with  greater 
Violence,  and  find  a  much  greater  Difficulty 
cr  Breathing,  though  you  fpit  only  a  frothy 
Subftance,  yet  when  the  Paroxyfm  is  over, 
the  Patient  finds  not  much  Diforder. 


Take  Caftor  one  Dram,  Sait  of  Stee: 
hair  a  Dram,  made  into  very  fmall  Pills 
“  Extract  of  Rue :  Thefe  you  may  tak< 

“  C!ery  Hour  £i!l  the  Convulfion  is  abated, 
“  drinking  three  Spoonfuls  of  the  following 
Julep  alter  each  Dofe.  - _ -  Tak 


“  Black-Cherry,  and  Penny.Royal  Watei 

£‘  eaci 
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each  an  Ounce,  of  Rue  end  compound' 
“  Brio  y  Waters,  each  four  Ounces,  with  a 
a  ftnall  Quantity  of  Sugar,  made  into  a  Ju- 
u  lep. — - —  Or  a  Toad  dried  and  powdered, 
u  made  into  Pills,  and  taken  as  above,  is 

u  a  mofc  excellent  Remedy. -  But  we 

a  are  fo  wife  as  to  take  it  for  granted,  that 
a  a  Toad  is  a  very  poifonous  Animal  :  Our 
u  Mothers  infill  into  us  fuch  an  Averfion 
IC  againft  the  poor  innocent  and  harmlefs 
“  Creature,  that  whenever  we  fee  him,  moil 
“  certainly  he  is  ftoned  to  Death :  Whereas, 
a  rightly  confidered,  he  is  a  very  great  Blef. 
u  ling  berlowed  on  Mankind.” 


In  a  fanguinary  Afthma,  or  what  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  foul  Mals  of  Blood,  the  Pa- 

1-  fm  tpSr  ■  “1  1  ■ 

tient  is  feldom  free  ;  though  at  Ibme  Times 

much  better  than  others.  As  when  the 
Winds  are  Eafterly,  the  Patient  foon  finds  a 

fenfible  Alteration  for  the  worfe _ -  Nay, 

I  have  been  told  by  thofe  that  keep  their 
Beds,  that  they  have  been  fenfible  in  a  few 

Minutes, 
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Minutes,  when  the  Wind  has  fhifted  to  the 

J  i 

Eaft,  they  cough,  and  Ipit  a  digefted  Mat¬ 
ter. 


This  Difeafe  rarely  feizes  People  before 
they  are  of  an  advanced  Age  ;  which  is 
the  Reafon  it  does  not  caufe  Confump- 
tions ;  for  the  Parenchyma,  or  Subftance  of 
the  Lungs,  is  then  grown  lo  very  hard, 
chat  it  rarely  admits  of  Putrefadtion.  — — - 
The  Cure  of  this  laft  Aithma  does  not 
much  vary  from  that  in  Confumptions. 

When  it  proceeds  from  a  foul  Mafs  of 
Blood,  it  ought  to  be  treated  as  in  a  Con- 
fumption  j  only  purge  once  or  twice  a 
Week  with  the  Purge  fet  down  in  the 
Gout. 


J  AUNDJCEj 
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IV*  - 
¥ 


Jaundice,  or  Iderus. 

rjpH  IS  is  very  vilible  from  the  Yellow- 
-i-  nefs  of  the  Eyes  and  Skin,  black 
Urine,  and  white  Stools,  accompanied  with 
great  Sicknels  and  Faintings,  but  little  Pain. 
If  the  Excrements  are  not  white,  it  may  be 
feared  the  Cafe  is  complicated ;  and  it 
proves  a  Symptomatical  Jaundice ;  which  is 
never  to  be  cured  by  Ictericks,  or  fuch  Me¬ 
dicines  as  are  commonly  ufed  in  the  Jaun¬ 
dice. 

This  Difeale  proceeds  from  an  Obftruc- 
tion  of  the  Du&us  Coledochus,  which 

leads  from  the  Gall  to  the  inteftine  Duode- 

\ 

num  ;  the  Bile  not  palling  there,  leaves  the 
Ordure  white,  which  otherwife  takes  its  Co¬ 
lour  from  it ;  but  mixing  with  the  Blood, 
tinctures  the  Skin  ;  as  the  Hair  on  the  Head 
or  Body,  takes  its  Dye  from  the  Fluids. 

Paracelsus, 


(  44  ) 

Par  acelsus,  in  his  Treatife  De  Signatura 
Rerum,  very  much  commends  the  inner 
Bark  of  Barberries, Turmerick,  Rbeubarb,  and 
all  Plants  of  a  yellow  Call,  in  the  Cure  of 
this  Difeafe.  But  they  are  too  weak,  as  has 
been  fjfficiently  experienced  long  fince.  - — * 
He  likewife  commends  the  Arbor  Tremula 
in  Agues,  the  Pulmonaria  maculofa  in  Con- 
fumptions,  Trachelium  in  fore  Throats  and 

Quinfeys  ;  and  fo  goes  on.  — —  I  mention 

* 

this,  to  fliew  on  what  weak  Foundations  we 
often  venture  our  Lives. 

This  Difeafe  commonly  ends  in  fome  vio¬ 
lent  Hamiorrage  ;  either  by  Urine,  Stool, 
or  a  Vomica  Pulmonum,  which  fbon  termi¬ 
nates  in  Death. -  All  this  may  be  imputed 

to  that  Alkali  Bile,  which  tears  the  very  Ar- 

*  <r 

teries  in  Pieces,  and  renders  the  Patient  incu¬ 
rable. 
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“  Only  take  eight  Grains  of  TurbithMi- 
u  neral  at  Four  or  Five  in  the  Afternoon, 
sC  drinking  thin  Gruel,  or  Polfet-Drink,  be- 
“  tween  Motions.  — —  After  four  or  live 
“  Days  repeat  the  Turbith  as.  above.  - — - 
a  In  the  intermediate  Days  take  half  a  large 
“  Spoonful  of  Mynjicht's  Elixir  of  Vitriol 
a  in  half  a  Pint  of  Spring  Water,  three 
u  Times  a  Day.  This  cures  any  original 
“  Jaundice  I  ever  met  with/’  * — — 

A  t  the  Bath,  I  have  feen  Gentle¬ 
men  fo  far  gone  in  this  Difeafo,  that  their 
Faces  have  been  of  an  exad  Lemon- Co¬ 
lour.  - — -  I  have  been  much  concerned,  to 
think  how  fmall  a  Progrels  has  been  made 
in  the  Art  of  Healing, 


Stone, 


Stone,  or  Nephritis, 


TH  E  Stone  is  an  exquifite  Pain  on  the 
Ureters,  or  Neck  of  the  Bladder.- — 
And  is  caufed  by  a  cold  Stomach,  hot  Reins, 
and  ill  Digeftion ;  which  fends  Crudities  into 
the  Blood  by  the  Lacteals.  Thefe  Crudities 
pafs  to  the  Kidneys  by  the  Emulgent  Ar¬ 
teries  •  and  not  being  fo  readily  received  by 
the  Emulgent  Veins,  make  Lodgement  in 
the  Pelvis,  or  Cavity  of  the  Kidneys,  where, 
by  their  Heat,  they  loon  petrify  :  And  thus 
Gravel  is  formed  ;  but  never  in  the  Bladder, 
as  fome  conceive.  This  Gravel,  or  lmall 
Stones,  entering  the  Ureters,  long  and  nar¬ 
row  Palfages  of  exquifite  Senle,  caul'e  great 
Pains,  with  violent  Vomitings ;  and  the  fame 
again,  when  they  enter  the  Neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
der  and  Urethra.  — —  The  Patient  frequent¬ 
ly  complaining  of  Pains  in  his  Thigh,  which 

G  I 
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I  take  to  proceed  from  the  Mufcle  PJoas , 
which  reaches  from  the  Reins  thither. 

% 

All  the  Relief  we  can  afford ,  is  to  di¬ 
late  and  lubricate  the  U rinal  Paffages,  that 
the  Stone  or  Gravel  may  pais  with  leis  Dif¬ 
ficulty. 

If  any  of  the  finall  Gravel  fliould  acci¬ 
dentally  adhere  to  any  Part  of  the  Bladder, 
it  like  a  Snow-Ball  collects  the  finer  Part 
of  the  Sand,  till  by  its  Weight  it  falls  from 
its  Cyltis  on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder ; 
and  then  nothing  is  to  be  done  but  Litho¬ 
tomy,  or  Cutting. 

■'  l  ;■  .  :  J  -  « t  j 

This  brings  melancholy  Refledions  on  the 

unhappy  Patient,  fince  all  the  Endeavours 
of  Phyficians,  Quacks,  and  Empericks,  to 
find  out  a  Cure,  have  proved  ineffectual.  — 
Many  Trials  have  been  made  to  find  out  a 
Diffolvent  for  the  Stone ;  and  fuch  have  been 

found 
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found  out  as  will  break  the  Stone,  being  laid 
in  your  Hand.  —  But  as  nothing  but  an 
excrementitious  Serum  enters  the  Bladder, 
the  Powers  of  every  Medicine  muft  be  vaftly 
weakened,  before  they  reach  the  Seat  of  the 
Diftemper. 

There  is  little  to  be  done  to  cafe  the  Pa¬ 
tient  in  the  Fits,  or  Paroxyfms,  but  to  uie 
fuch  Medicines  as  lubricate,  and  open  the 
Paflages  •  by  which  means,  the  Stone  or  Gra¬ 
vel  will  pais  more  eaiily. - - -  As  Bal- 

fam  of  Capivie,  taking  a  large  Spoonful  in 
any  Vehicle,  whether  Wine  or  Water.  I 
know  it  is  a  common  Method,  to  give  llrong 

Diureticks  in  fuch  Cafes.  -  Now,  the 

Coats  of  the  Ureters  being  nervous,  by  fuch 
Irritations  contra#  themfelves,  and  hold  the 
*  Stone  more  clofely.  —  Whereas  the  Weight 
of  the  Urine  is  fufficient  to  carry  the  Stone 
before  it,  if  the  Paifages  were  fufficiently  di¬ 
lated - I  prefcribe  the  inmoll  Coat  of 

the  Gizzards  of  Pigeons  finely  powdered, 

J 
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to  be  taken  Night  and  Morning,  one  Scru¬ 
ple,  in  a  Glafs  of  White-Wine.  But 
you  may  pleafe  to  try  one  Ounce  of 
Quickfilver  every  Morning  for  one  Month. 
I  have  known  this  do  Wonders.  Clyfters 
often  afford  fome  Relief,  as  Turpentine 
opened  with  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg,  and  Urine 
added  to  it. 

u  Take  Peach-Leaves  in  their  Perfection, 
<c  and  dry  them  in  the  Sun,  then  break  them 
“  pretty  Ifnall,  and  ufe  them  as  Tea :  But 
u  only  half  the  Quantity.” 

•* 

I  have  known  it  do  very  extraordinary 
Things  in  the  Gravel,  and  equally  beneficial 
to  gouty  Perfbns. 


Palsey, 


E 
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Palsey,  or  Paralyfis. 

* 

I  A  M  now  entering  on  nervous  Difeafes : 

As  to  that  Part  of  them  which  com- 
pofe  the  feveral  Species  of  Palfey  :  It  will 
be  Matter  of  no  great  Difficulty  to  diftin- 
guilh,  and  explain  them.  Neverthelcfs,  I 
am  fenlible,  as  I  launch  farther  into  this 
Field,  and  treat  of  nervous  Diieales  at  large, 
there  will  be  great  Nicety  required  to  give 
their  feveral  Defcriptions ;  and  make  them 
lb  plain,  that  one  may  not  be  taken  for 
the  other-  or  even  that  they  may  not 
be  taken  for  acute  Cafes,  which  may 
prove  of  the  worft  Confequence  to  the 
Patient. 

$ 


Hemiplegie, 
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Hhmiplegie,  or  Hemiplexia. 

» 

H I S  Species  of  the  Palfey  effecls  but 


~jL  ©ne  Side,  which  is  owing  to  the  dou¬ 
bling  of  the  Dura  Mater,  called  the  Falx,  by 
which  the  Brain  is  divided  ;  fo  that,  unlefs  in 
extraordinary  Cafes,  the  Paralyfis  rsfeldom  met 
with.  The  great  Author  of  Nature  has  afforded 
us  Duplicates  in  almoft  every  Particular  ;  fo 
that  in  cafe  one  becomes  ufeleis,  or  loft, 
yet  the  other  in  a  great  Meafure  fupplies  the 
Defed.  Thus  we  have  two  Eyes,  two 
Lobes  of  the  Lungs,  two  Kidneys,  two 
Tefticles ;  fo  that  one  Part  remaining,  Vi¬ 
llon,  Relpiration,  Secretion,  and  Generation, 
are  all  performed.  The  Mahometan  Women, 
in  the  greateft  Part  of  Afia,  deftroy  one 
Tefticle:  No  doubt  they  find  their  Account 
in  it  j  becaufe  the  Males  make  their  Addref- 

fes  more  frequently  when  there  is  a  lels 
Expence  of  Spirits  at  each  Evacuation.  The 


E  2 


He- 
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Hemiplegic  and  Paralyfis  are  both  cu¬ 
red  by  fuch*  Medicines  as  open  the  Ob- 
ftrudions  of  the  Nerves  5  then  the  Animal 
Spirits  recover  a  free  Paffage,  and  all  Senfa- 
tion  returns. 

In  recent  Cafes,  this  Diftemper  is  foon 

cured. 

I  was  called  to  Mrs.  Potts,  the  Mother  of 
Mr.  John  'Potts  the  Oilman.  In  the  feven- 
tieth  Year  of  her  Age  fne  was  feized  with 
this  Hemiplegic,  falling  down  with  an  en¬ 
tire  Lofs  of  Senfe  and  Motion  on  one 
Side  :  Yet,  by  what  1  ordered  her,  fhe 
was  perfectly  well  in  ten  Days,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  many  Tears  after.  Many  Instances 
of  the  like  Nature  I  could  produce,  but 
they  are  at  fome  Diftance  from  London, 

a  In  this  Cafe  I  blifter  the  Arm,  the  Leg, 
“  and  the  Thigh  of  the  Side  affeded.  I 
<c  give  Mercurius  Dulcis ,  and  Cinnabar 

“  of 
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of  Antimony,  each  eight  or  ten  Grains, 
<c  which  I  repeat  every  four  or  five  Days* 
“  The  intermediate  Days  take  Conferve 
“  of  Roman  Wormwood,  Conferve  of  the 
a  outward  Rinds  of  Seville  Oranges,  each 

K  one  Ounce  ;  Angelica,  Nutmegs,  and 
a  Ginger  candied,  each  half  an  Ounce;  Pow- 

-  v 

f4  der  of  Wake-Robin  three  Drams,  made  in- 

«s  _ 

<£  to  an  Electuary  with  Syrup  of  Cytron : 

a  Take  the  Quantity  of  a  large  Nutmeg  in 
“  the  Morning,  and  at  Five  of  the  Clock  in 
<c  the  Afternoon  ;  drinking  fix  Spoonfuls  of 
a  the  following  Tincture  after/’ 

fc  Take  the  Roots  of  Mafter-Wort,  Ele- 
u  campane,  Angelica,  each  one  Ounce ; 
u  Leaves  of  Common  W ormwood,  Hore- 
u  hound,  Germander,  each  one  Handful ; 
a  Tops  of  Centaury  and  St.  JohnVWort, 
a  each  half  an  Handful ;  Juniper  Berries  two 
“  Ounces  ;  the  Rinds  of  nine  Seville  O- 
<c  ranges ;  infufe  thefe  in  three  Quarts  of 
<£  White- Wine,  ftraining  it  off  as  you  ufe 

E  3  u  it 
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n  jt>  The  fame  Method  cures  both  Kinds 
«  of  Palfy.” 


St  Vitus’s  Dance,  or  Chorea 

Sancti  Viti. 

HIS  is  a  Palfey  of  a  more  remiis 


JL  Kind  than  the  forementioned  :'I  ne¬ 
ver  knew  any  but  young  Perfons  feized  with 
it.  If  it  begins  in  the  Arm,  it  foon  affects 
the  Leg  on  the  fame  Side  ;  and  fo  vice 
verfa .  It  never  wears  off  without  proper 
Means. 

This  admits  of  the  fame  Method  of  Cure 
as  the  Palfey. 


There  is  another  Species  of  the  Palfey, 
known  by  the  Name  of  the  Shaking  Palfey  • 
kis  commonly  the  Effect  of  old  Age,  Intem¬ 
perance,  or  a  Malum  Stamen  Vitae  :  It  ever 
proceeds  from  a  Deficiency  of  Animal  Spirits. 


Aro- 
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Apoplexy. 

THIS,  of  all  others,  deferves  to  have 
a  Place  amongft  the  Acute  Difeafes. 

But,  as  I  am  going  to  defcribe  thofe  of  the 
Head,  this  Diftemper,  lb  remarkable,  and  lo 
fatal,  cannot  be  omitted. 

Whatever  affefts  the  Head,  muft  be 
either  inflammatory,  convulfive,  or  acciden¬ 
tal  ;  as  from  Contufions,  Bruifes,  and  the 
like. 

The  Patient  in  an  Apoplexy  falls  fudden- 
ly  to  the  Ground,  deprived  of  all  Senfation 
and  Motion . 

Some  Phyficians  place  this  Diftemper  in 
the  Centre  of  the  Brain  j  but  that,  with 
Submiflion,  can  hardly  account  for  the  Effect 
it  produces :  Upon  better  Confideration  it 

E  4  will 
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will  appear,  that  both  Brains  muft  beaffeded. 
That  the  Cerebrum,  or  great  Brain,  is  fo, 
appears  from  the  Abolition  of  Senfe  and  Mo- 
tion.  That  the  Cerebellum,  or  little  Brain,  re¬ 
ceives  its  Stroke  like  wife,  is  evident  from  the 
great  Difficulty  of  Breathing  the  Patient  la¬ 
bours  under  in  this  Difeafe  :  It  being  very  juft- 
ly  allowed,  that  this  Brain  is  the  Caufe  of  all 
involuntary  Motions,  of  which  Breathing 
muft  be  one.  Tis  not  eafy  to  conceive 
•that,  this  Difternper  is  fo  common,  as  is  pre¬ 
tended,  when  in  more  than  forty  ieven  Years 
Practice,  I  have  met  with  no  more  than 
two. 

Very  often  the  Denomination  of  this 
Difeafe  is  given  to  Epilephes,  and  many 
Times  to  high  Hypocondriacal  Effects. 

1  here  are  two  Caufes  of  Apoplexies; 
Blood  extravafated  in  the  cortical  Part  of 

»  h  i  or  Convulfions,  that  immediately 
obftruct  the  Animal  Spirits. 

.  w 
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A 

The  fir  ft  of  thcfe  is  incurable,  it  being 
impoffible  to  draw  the  extravafated  Blood  offj 
the  latter,  by  proper  Remedies  has  been  often 
removed,  and  the  Patient  cared. 

“  High  Bleeding  may  be  of  Ufe.  Take 
u  of  Mercurius  Dulcis,  Cinnabar  of  Anti- 
44  mony,  each  one  Scruple,  made  into  a  Bo- 
ie  lus  with  Conferve  of  Hips.  Give  fuch 
Things  as  caufe  Sneezing  ;  as  the  Root  of 
u  Hellebore,  or  the  Leaves  of  AITarabacca 
“  powdered.  Bruife  Garlick,  which  you 
“  may  apply  to  the  Hand,  Wrifts,  and 
(c  Soles  of  the  Feet.  Likewife  give  the  Ju- 
u  lep  defer i bed  in  the  Convulfive  Afthma, 
making  it  very  ftrong  with  Spirit  of  Sal 
^  Armoniac.” 


Falling 
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Falling  Sickness,  or  Epilepfy • 


HIS  Diftempcr  muft  be  convul" 


five,  it  being  impoffible  for  any 


inflammatory  Difeafe  to  ieize  the  Patient  fb 
furprifingly  j  for  he  would  complain  of  Ver¬ 
tigoes,  or  great  Pains  in  the  Head,  before  the 
Paroxyfm.  Whereas  it  gives  its  Stroke  with¬ 
out  any  previous  Symptom,  much  like  an 
Apoplexy,  and  is  too  often  taken  for  that 
Diftempcr;  as  I  have  before  obferved. 
This  affefts  like  wife  both  Brains ;  which 
is  vifible  from  its  taking  away  all  Senfe  and 
Motion,  and  is  attended  with  a  Dyfpncea, 
or  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  yet  not  fo  great 
as  in  Apoplexies. 

It  plainly  differs  from  other  Convulfive 
Biieafes  ;  fince  in  this  Cafe  the  Patient  al¬ 
ways  falls  on  his  Back,  and  is  thrown  down 


with 
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with  great  Violence,  foaming  much  at  the 

» 

A 

Mouth. 

’Tis  cured  by  proper  Neuroticks,  little  dif- 
fering  from  the  Methods  of  Cure  in  other 
Nervous  Cafes. 

During  the  Paroxyfm,  what  is  prefcribed 
in  the  Apoplexy,  is  not  amifs,  Bleeding  ex¬ 
cepted.  But  to  prevent  Returns,  take  as  pre¬ 
fcribed  in  the  Convuliive  Afthma.  All 
Convulfions  proceeding  pretty  much  from 
the  lame  Caufe,  which  we  call  an  Ataxie,  or 
irregular  Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits. 

Hypocondr  iacal  and  Hy¬ 
sterical  Diseases,  Morbus 
Hypocondriacus  &  H  ifteri- 
cus. 

HERE  are  two  different  Names  for 
the  fame  Diftemper  ;  nor  can  they 
be  diftinguifhed  other  wife  than  thus  :  What 

P 


we 


we  cap  Hypocondriacal  in  Men,  we  term 
Hyfterical  in  Women.  I  ftiall  enter  only  on 
Hyfterical  Effeds,  becaufe  they  are  more  com¬ 
mon,  and  more  vifible  in  the  finer  Sex. 

J 

•  ’  A*  ■  A 

Th  ere  is  no  Difeafe  incident  to  Human 
Bodies  but  thefe  Hyftericifms  will  counterfeit 
fo  exadly,  that  without  the  greateft  Caution 
the  Phyfician  mult  be  deceived. 

As  when  it  feizes  the  Head,  it  caufes  vio- 

.  <v 

lent  Pains,  Vertigoes,  ftrong  Convulfions,  • 

V 

with  Deprivation  of  Senfe  ;  when  it  affeds 

the  Eyes,  with  Lofs  of  Sight  for  the  prefent, 

_  < 

great  Quantities  of  pure  Water  ilfuing  from 
them. 

s-  ■  i 

When  the  Heart:  Palpitations. 

When  the  Lungs,  Suceuffions  or  Cough¬ 
ing  ;  in  fome  much  refembfing  the  Barking 
of  a  Dog. 


Wh  e  n 
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When  the  Gullet,  or  Exphagus,  SufFo- 
cation,  with  a  great  Swelling  riling  up  to  the 
Throat ;  when  the  Side,  a  Pleurify;  when 

the  Stomach,  Sicknefs,  Pain,  and  Vomiting. 

0 

When  the  Inteftines,  the  Cholick  often 
accompanied  with  a  Diarrhoea,  or  Loofe- 
nels. 

When  the  Kidneys  and  Neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
der,  it  many  Times  caufes  a  total  Suppref- 
fion  of  the  Urine,  with  Pains  fo  like  thole 
caufed  by  the  Gravel  or  the  Stone,  that  tis 
impoffible,  niji  a  juv  ant  thus  &  ladentibns , 
to  diftinguilh  one  from  the  other :  When 
the.  Womb,  all  Diftempers  appear  that  are 
incident  to  it ;  all  the  Mulcles  and  Joints 
are  affected  with  Swellings,  followed  with 
torturing  Pains  without  Inflammation. 


Neither 


\  •  *  .  f 
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Neither  are  the  Teeth  or  Nails  free: 

* 

The  Skin  ftiall  be  often  affeded ,  becom¬ 
ing  hot  and  dry,  as  in  a  burning  Fever. 

The  Scorbiculum  Cordis ,  or  Pit  of  the 
Stomach,  is  very  often  much  difordered  with 
Pains,  Tremblings,  and  Sinkings,  which  of¬ 
ten  caufe  fudden  Motions  to  make  Urine  j 
which  is  not  only  larger  in  Quantity  than 
ufual,  but  pale,  and  clear  as  Water  from  a 
Fountain. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach 
is  fo  generally  affeded,  is,  becaufe  there  is- 
a  Plexus,  or  Net  of  Nerves,  meeting  there ; 
which  is  a  plain  Indication  that  all  the  fe¬ 
deral  Symptoms  above  mentioned  are  Ner¬ 
vous. 

I  proceed  to  enquire  into  the  Caufe  of 
fo  great  a  Variety  of  Symptoms,  which  is 
from  an  Ataxie,  as  we  call  it,  or  an  irregular 

Motion 


•  *  * 
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Motion  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  which  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  Weaknefs  of  them;  lo  that  the 
leaft  Noife,  Surprize,  Trouble,  Anger,  or 
any  other  Paffion  of  the  Mind,  immediately 
brings  on  the  greateft  Diforders  and  Confu- 
iions,  and  makes  the  Patient  prefently  blown 
up  with  Wind  in  almoft  every  Part. 

\  • 

This  Difeafe,  which  has  the  feveral  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  almoft  all  acute  Difeaies,  with¬ 
out  Matter  or  Corruption  of  the  Fluids, 
makes  me  wonder  that  Phyficians  ftiould  be¬ 
gin  with  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  Purging,  and 

<  i  *  '  i 

Bliftering ;  and  after  that  have  Recourfe  to 
Fontanels  or  Iffues;  then  Steel,  Bitters,  ex¬ 
piates,  and  the  like ;  all  directly  contrary  to 
the  Practice  before  fet  down.  Steel  in  Sub- 
ftance  is  very  pernicious  to  human  Bodies ; 
Bitters  rarely  have  their  defiled  Effects : 
Opiates  only  palliate,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
give  deeper  Root  to  the  Difeafe.  The  3  aft 
Remedies  preferibed  are  Bath  Waters;  which 
are  really  good  to  repair  decayed  Spirits. 

The 
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The  only  Help  which  can  be  adminifter- 
ed  in  this  Diforder,  is  to  fortify  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  and  ftrengthen  the  Genus  Ner- 
yofum :  Which  is  done  by  proper  Neuro¬ 
ticks,  Deoppilatives,  and  fuch  as  ftrengthen 
the  Stomach  and  help  Digeftion :  In  all 
thefe  there  are  no  Evacuations ;  and  yet  it 
may  be  affirmed,  thefe  are  proper  Remedies 
in  the  above-mentioned  Diftemper. 

I  shall  be  very  particular  in  my  Account 
of  every  Thing  that  I  ever  found  was  of 
any  Relief,  or  of  any  Ufe  in  thefe  Gales  • 
which  often  proceeding  from  Diforders  of  the 
Womb:  It  is  of  very  great  Import  to  fee  that 
Nature  does  her  Part ;  that  her  Returns  are 
regular,  neither  abounding,  nor  too  fpa- 
ring  '■)  either  of  which,  often  caufe  Earren- 
nefs.  In  the  ftrft,  ufe  this  Method . 

“  Bleed  twelve  Ounces  from  the  Arm, 
u  three  or  four  Days  before  the  Return  of 
“  Nature  is  expected.  Take  large  Quan- 

a  titles 


titles  of  Mynjicbt* s  Elixir  of  Vitriol  half 


t£  a  large  Spoonful  in  half  a  Pint  of  Spring 


a 

a 

a 

a 


ater ,  three  or  tour  limes  a 


or 


S  DtlDttCK. 


1r«p 


and  the 


r,  each  a  like 


“  three  Drams  of  the  Loadftone,  finely  pow- 
€t  dered  :  Put  this  to  the 


C  4.1. 


a 


dti'i  y 


avoiding  all  Meats  or  Drinks  that 


any  way  heat  or  inflame  the  Blood, 


Where  Nature  is 
eceipt : 


ins;,  ufe  the  fol- 


u  Take  Salt  of  Steel  one  Ounce,  Extract 
£C  of  Rue;  make  thefe  into  Pills  :  Take  one 
<c  going  to  Bed,  and  another  in  the  Mom- 
u  ing:  So  increafe,  till  you  take  five  Pills 
<£  Night  and  Morning,  drinking  three  or 
<c  four  Spoonfuls  of  the  Julep  prelcribed 
a  in  the  Convuifive  Afthma  ;  or  take  Myn - 
<c  Jicht’s  Tindture  of  Steel,  and  Elixir  Pro- 
c,‘  prietatis,  each  a  like  Quantity.  Of  this 

F  you 
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“  you  may  take  a  large  Spoonful  in  half  a 
<f  a  Pint  of  Spring  Water,  find  in  the  Morn- 
“  ing,  and  at  Five  in  the  Afternoon,  for  a 
“  Month  :  W ear  a  Galbanum  Plaifter  to  your 
“  Navel.  The  Pills  and  Juleps  in  the  Con- 
vulfive  Afthma,  taken  and  repeated  every 
cC  two  or  three  Hours,  when  the  Symptoms 
“  are  at  the  higheft,  foon  put  a  Stop  to 
them.  The  Indians  at  the  Malacca 
“  IJlands ,  and  the  Ladies  at  Smyrna ,  often 
‘c  take  Quickfilver,  as  a  Remedy  againft  Bar- 

c<  rcnnels*  Ounce  may  be  taken  once  a 
Day  tor  a  Month  or  two.” 


nPHIS  Difeafe  is  incident  to  the  Female 
.  ,  Sex  vdy*  md  th2t  for  the  moft  fart 


foollfllly  defirous  for  nice  Shapes  for  their 

•  f 
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Children,  and  m  their  tender  Years,  have 

laced  them  fo  very  ftrait,  they  have  not  on¬ 
ly  brought  this  Diftemper  on  more  early,  but 
caufed  great  Crookednefs  and  Deformity  of 
Body.  To  go  farther ;  It  fo  depraves  the 
the  juices  of  the  Stomach,  that  the  true  Ap- 
petitions  of  Nature  are  wholly  loft ,  for 
what  arood  Stomach  called  for  Leather  of  old 

O 

Trunks,  Woollen  or  Linnen  Rags,  Cork, 
Nut-Shells,  and  almoft  every  Thing  that  a 
healthy  Stomach  would  naufeate  ? 

This  Diftemper  is  attended  with  great 
pains  in  the  Stomach,  Shortnefs  of  Breath, 
with  an  Averfion  to  all  manner  of  Motion. 
For  thefe  Reafbns,  one  wou’d  think  all  Mo¬ 
thers  fhould  become  avowed  Enemies  to 
lacing  their  Daughters,  till  they  are  in  their 
Teens,  at  fooneft ;  and  not  to  aft  as  if  that 
wife  Being,  who  formed  us  io  perfect  in  the 
Womb,  was  ignorant  how  to  model  and 
fhape  us  while  we  are  growing  to  Years  of 
Maturity. 

F  2 
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The  ill  Confequetices  that  daily  attend 
this  Pra&ice,  might  be  thought  fufficient  to 
deter  Parents  from  it: 

Let  Mankind  take  a  View  of  Barbarous 
Countries,  as  I  have  done ;  contemplate  thofe 
People,  where  God  and  Nature  have  only 
been :  Gblerve  in  what  Order  and  Delicacy 
their  Mufcles  are  placed  ;  how  ftrong  their 
Bodies ;  how  taper  their  Limbs.  There  are 
no  full  Shoulders,  nor  gummy  Thighs  or 
Legs,  nor  any  Deformity  :  All  Parts  are  con- 
conlpicuous,  iince  the  Natives  have  no  more 
C loathing,  than  what  our  Firfc  Parents  had 
during  the  ihort  Time  of  their  Innocence. 
In  fome  Places,  they  have  not  fo  much  as  a 
Fig-Leaf  to  conceal  the  Diftinctions  of  either 
Sex. 

The  Reader  mu  ft  pardon  a  ihort  Digref- 
fion :  Since  Mention  has  been  made  of  Mo¬ 
thers,  I  card  £  but  obierve,  |how  religioufly 

they 
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they  reftrain  their  Children  from  eating  green 
Fruit,  from  a  Notion  that  it  breeds  Worms ; 
However  lingular  I  may  appear  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  I  hold  the  contrary  to  be  true ;  green 
Fruit  being  rather  a  great  Deftroyer  of  Ver¬ 
min, 

5Tis  Ripe  Fruits  that  breed  Worms  ;  for 
it  is  manifeft  all  animal  Corruption  turns  to 
Vermin  ;  and  the  fame  in  vegetable  Putre« 
fadion.  Now  ripe  Fruits  being  the  laffc 
Fermentation  of  Perfection,  or  rather  the  fiift 
of  Putrefaction,  the  Vermicular  Ovaria  muft 
be  very  pregnant ;  which,  when  received  in 
a  depraved  Stomach,  may  prove  as  proper  a 
Nidus  for  their  Vivihcation,  as  the  Cor-, 
ruption  in  which  they  are  inveloped. 

The  moft  often!!  ve  and  moil  dangerous  of 
all  Species  of  V ermin,  are  not  vifxble  to  the 
naked  Eye. 


For 


For  i'ome  Years  la  ft  paft  1  have  not  fb 
eailly  alien  ted  to  feveral  received  Opinions  in 
natural  Philofophy,  as  many  others  have 
done,  who  are  ready  Jurare  in  verba  alien - 
jus  MagiJlrij  but  have  thoroughly  weighed 
and  conlidered  them  fo  far  as  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  are,  for  the  Generality,  falfe  : 
1  fliall  fet  down  one  vulgar  Error  more. 

*Tis  a  generally  received  Notion,  nay,  e~ 
ven  amongft  many  Gentlemen  of  the  Facul¬ 
ty,  the  Quickfilver  is  Poifon  :  If  fuch  Per- 
fons  are  not  afhamed  of  their  being  no  better 
natural  Philofophers,  I  have  no  Reafon  to  be 
under  Confulion  of  Face  for  them. 

* 

Th  eir  Opinion  is  a  Sign  they  have  tra¬ 
velled  far  at  home. 

% 

Let  them  take  a  Trip  to  Hungary ,  and 
vifit  the  Mines  where  the  Quickfilver  is  dug  ; 
they  may  there  iee  Slaves  working  entirely 

naked, 
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naked,  to  prevent  the  Stealing  this  precious 
Jelly  of  Mettals,  as  it  may  be  called  ;  yet 
every  Day  fwallow  fo  much  that  they  buy  a 
Choppin  of  Drink  with  it  at  Night. 

Several  Phylicians  have  enquired  of  my 
Patients,  To  what  End  do  I  give  it?  Wherein 
can  the  Efficacy  or  Power  of  it  confift  ?  If 
they  do  not  know,  what  follows  may  ferve 
for  Inftrudtion. 

First,  it  fecures  the  Patient  from  all  Ver¬ 
micular  Difeafes ;  of  which  no  Practitioner 
can  be  fufficiently  apprifed,  that  has  not  fpent 
fome  Time  in  hot  Climates. 

Next,  it  opens  all  Obltructions,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  another  general  Caufe  of 
Difeafes. 

Lastly,  it  makes  a  pure  Balfam  of  the 
Blood  beyond  all  other  Things  in  the  Crea¬ 
tion.  Otherwife,  why  cannot  Venereal  Ul~ 

F  4  cers 
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cers  be  cured  without  it  ?  We  often  fee  thofe 
Sores  in  a  Salivation  grow  well,  without  the 

Help  of  a  Surgeon. 


i  desire  to  know,  Why  I  arn  called  the 
Quicksilver  Bodtor,  by  way  of  Derifion  ? 
Fray  do  not  you,  Gentlemen  Phyficians,  Sur¬ 
geons,  and  Apothecaries,  prefcribe  it  almofl 
every  Day  of  your  Lives  ?  I  aver,  you 
do.  Only  you  difguife  it  j  and  I  give  it  in 
fuch  an  open  honeft  Manner,  that  my  Patient 
cannot  be  deceived  in  taking  it.  Let  me 
ask  you,  What  is  your  yEthiops  Mineral  ? 
Is  it  not  Quickfilver  ground  to  a  black  Pow¬ 
der,  with  Brimftone  ?  and  in  as  great  Elteern 
with  you  as  any  of  your  Medicines  ?  A  very 
ingenious  Phyfician  fays,  This  is  like  ftriking 
a  Man  with  your  Sword  in  the  Scabbard  ; 
and  were  it  poffible  to  have  found  a  worfe 
Menftruum  than  Sulphur,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  ouerht  not  even  then  to  have  been 

tried.  Certainly  this  Medicine  fhews  a  more 

*  •  *  * 

than 
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than  common  Virtue,  which  can  thus  power¬ 
fully  exert  itfelf,  when  bound  down  by  lb 
contrary  a  Quality. 

A  Patient  of  mine,  a  Gentleman  of  Re¬ 
putation  and  Figure,  was  lately  taking  of 
Quickfilver  by  my  Direction.  He  told  me, 
one  of  the  molt  eminent  Phyficians  here  in 
Town,  fa  id,  he  was  very  forty  to  hear  that 
I  had  put  him  under  a  Courfe  of  Quickfilver 
and  affirmed  it  to  be  the  moft  dangerous  Me¬ 
dicine  in  the  whole  World  j  advtiing  him  by 
all  Means  to  leave  it  off.  When  this  Gentle¬ 
man  at  the  fame  Time  was  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  Per  Ion,  who  had  the  fame 
Indifpofition  with  his  own,  and  had  Quickfil¬ 
ver  preferibed  him  by  this  very  Dodtor.  He 
told  me,  befides,  in  what  Manner  he  gave  it ; 
which  a  Man  who  had  ffcudied  Phyfick  only 
a  Month,  would  have  thought  no  frnall  Re¬ 
flection  upon  his  Judgment.  I  wifli  my  Pa¬ 
tient  would  have  given  me  his  Name,  it 

fliotild 
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iliould  have  been  put  down  in  Words  at  full 
Length,  for  the  general  Good  of  Mankind. 

Read  the  Second  Tart  of  the  Hofpital 
Surgeon ,  of  the  Nature  and  Virtues  of 
fhiickfilver . 

Bello  ft,  the  Author  of  this  Book,  calls  it 
the  Miracle  of  Nature,  and  the  greateft  Gift 
of  God  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica. 

I  appeal  to  the  Reader,  if  fuch  aPerlon 
as  I  lately  mentioned,  deferves  the  Title  of 
Doctor.  As  for  my  Part,  though  I  am 
but  a  poor  Batchelor  in  Phyfick,  I  fhall 
for  ever  fcorn  fo  mean,  fo  difhonourable  a 
Behaviour. 

The  following  Paragraphs  are  taken  out 
of  the  Writings  of  two  learned  Phylicians, 
and  will  convince  the  World  that  I  am  not 

4 

lingle  in  the  good  Opinion  I  have  of  Quick- 
Ill  ver. 


I 
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a  I  have  found  the  continual  Ufe  of 
<£  -AUthiops  Mineralis  to  be  not  only  fafe, 
a  but  always  effe&ual ;  which  is  generally 
u  poftponed  to  the  other  Preparations  of  Mer- 
<c  cury  upon  this  Account  only,  becaufe  it 
“  is  the  moft  cafily  prepared  of  them  all. 
“  Thus  the  Operation  of  Quickfilver  holds 
“  univerfally  the  fame ;  which,  however 
“  conftant  it  may  be,  hinders  not  yet  in  the 
leaft,  but  that  Quickfilver  may  be  endow- 
tc  ed  alfo  with  other  Properties  ;  for  it  not 
“  only  opens  obftrucled  V elfels,  but  alfo  as 
a  conftantly  blunts  the  Points  of  Acids. 

Friend’s  Emenologidj  Chap.  xiv. 

“  In  fEthiops  Mineral,  and  Cinnabar  of 
“  Antimony,  the  Mercury  is  fo  bridled  up 
a  by  the  Sulphur,  that  none  of  their  fenfible 
u  Operations  and  Appearances  are  felt,  while 
“  they  produce  wonderful  Changes  in  the 
4C  Body.  I  cannot  pals  over  iEthiops  Mi- 

W  “  neral 
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a  neral  without  preffing  its  more  Uniyerfal 
44  Ufe  therein,  for  ought  I  know,  it  has 
«  yet  had  in  common  Practice.  It  is 
u  one  of  the  moft  certain  and  univerfal  Al- 
44  teratives,  if  dofcd  fufficiently,  and  long 
44  enough  perfiiting  in,  of  all  the  Difpenfa- 
44  tory.  It  radically  extirpates  the  Itch.  Piles, 
«4  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  Ulcers.  All. 
44  cutaneous  Foulnefles  ;  all  Inflammations 
44  and  Fluxions  of  the  Eyes  ;  all  internal 
44  Ulcers,  Rheumatifms,  White-Swellings, 
44  {harp  Humours  in  the  Stomach  and  Guts ; 
44  and  alnioft  ail  Diftempers  arifing  from  lizy 
4  4  Juices ;  I  fay  it  cures  thefe,  if  Art  can 
44  do  it.  It  may  be  given  almoft  to  half  an 
«  Ounce  a  Day,  efpecially  with  interfperfed 
44  Mercurial  Purges,  without  Trouble,  or 
44  any  fenfible  Operation,  and  may  be  con- 
44  tinned  a  Twelvemonth,  if  one  pleafes.  I 
“  have  had  frequent  Occafion  of  trying  the 
44  AEthiops  in  different  Cafes,  lince  the  firffe 
44  Edition  of  my  T reatife,  and  never  with- 
“  out  Succcls.  Arnongft  others,  I  tried  it 

J  ?  llP°P 
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<c  upon  a  Perfon  of  an  exceeding  grofs  cor- 
tC  pulent  Habit,  who  had  paffecl  the  Meridian 
“  of  Life,  for  a  fpreading,  foul,  fcorbutic 
a  Ulcer,  which  had  affedted  the  whole  Ancle 
a  for  more  than  a  Span  Length  quite  round, 
“  and  was  pretty  deep  in  the  Outfide.  He 
“  took  three  Drams,  made  up  with  Syrup  of 
“  Lemons,  twice  a  Day  for  four  Months  fuc- 
“  cefllvely,  and  a  gentle  Mercurial  Purge 
a  once  in  ten  Days:  This,  with  a  low  cool 
cc  Diet,  and  proper  Dr effings,  healed  it  quite 
a  up,  when  ’twas  generally  thought,  fcarce 
a  any  Medecine,  eipecially  fo  eafy  a  one, 
u  would  ever  finilh  fuch  a  Cure  in  fuch  a 
“  Conftitution.  The  PEthiops  was  taken 
c<  without  any  Dilguft,  Trouble,  or  Inter- 
“  ruption  of  Buiinefs  ;  and  it  was  obfervable, 
u  (and  it  is  for  the  fake  of  this  Obfervation 
“  chiefly  that  I  mention  this  Inftance,)  that 
a  the  very  PEthiops  itfelf,  after  the  Body 
a  had  been  fully  replenifh’d  with  it,  in  two 
<c  Months  Time,  forced  itfelf  through  the 
“  found  Part  of  the  Leg  and  Shin,  and 

Puck 

L.-* 


(  ) 

a  ftuck  to  thofe  Parts  of  the  Plaifter  that 
tc  cover’d  them,  in  its  proper  Subftance  and 
“  Colour ;  which  fhews  how  readily  this 
ci  Medicine  paffes  through  the  fmall  Veffels 
K  of  the  Glands.  This  very  Method  never 
“  fails  to  cure  Opthalmia’s,  even  fcrophu- 
‘s  lous  ones  ;  and  is  a  moft  certain  Remedy 
“  in  an  Ulcer  of  the  Bladder,  as  I  have  al- 
“  ways  found,  if  given  in  a  fufficient  Dofe, 
a  and  peril  fled  in  a  fufficient  Timed  ^ 

Cheque’s  Effay  on  the  Gout  j 
Edit.  2.  fag.  48,  &c. 

Much  may  be  laid  to  fhew  the  Impofli- 
bility  of  Quicklilver  doing  any  Damage  to 
the  Patient ;  what  gives  offence  to  Nature, 
is  what  we  term  Spicule,  Points  or  Edges. 
.Now,  Quicklilver  always  retaining  a  globu¬ 
lar  Figure,  together  with  the  Softnefs  of  its 
Body,  no  Harm  can  happen  from  the  Ufe  of 
it ;  only  this  I  would  advife  the  Patient,  that 
he  get  a  fmall  Crucible,  put  into  it  the  Quan* 

tity 
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tlty  of  a  Piftol-Bullet  of  Quickfilyer,  fet  the 
Crucible  on  the  Fire,  if  any  of  the  foft  Men¬ 
tals  are  put  to  it,  they  will  remain,  and  the 
.Quickfiver  fly  off.  Note,  a  Pound  of  Lead 
cofts  two  Pence,  and  a  Pound  of  Quickfilver 
eight  or  ten  Shillings  ;  the  Profit  that  arifes 
may  be  one  Caulc  of  its  Adulteration,  and 

another  to  bring  the  Medicine  into  Dis¬ 
repute. 

« 

But  let  him  take  particular  Care  not  to 
hang  his  Head  over  it,  for  the  Effluvia  are 
a  Poifon  of  the  moft  fubtile  Nature. 

Now,  does  any  Thing  fb  ufeful ,  fo  bene¬ 
ficial  to  Mankind,  deferve  to  be  lb  much  ex¬ 
ploded,  and  treated  with  fo  much  Calumny  ? 
But  amongft  all  their  falfe  infmuations,  let 
them  bring  one  Angle  Infiance,  well  attefted, 
of  the  Damage  any  one  has  received  from 
it.  Enough  I  believe  there  never  was  a 
Medicine  given,  but  fbmetimes  has  proved 
not  only  detrimental  to  the  Patient,  but  even 

Death 


(  So  ) 

*  N 

Death  itfelf  has  enfued,  efpecially  when  mis¬ 
applied:  Witnels  the  fo  much  celebrated 
Gafcoin  s  Powder,  which  occafions  yearly 
the  Lofs  of  many  thou  find  Subjects  to  the 
Crown.  I  aver,  Quickfilver  never  did  any 
Harm  to  the  Patient,  which  is  more  than  can 
be  faid  of  any  other  Medicine. 

The  re  is  another  prevailing  Opinion,  That 
Acids  arc  the  Cauie  of  alrnoft  all  Difeafes : 
Whereas  they  are  not  liable  to  Corruption, 
therefore  mult  keep  the  Fluids  pure,  and 
without  any  Contamination  ;  nor  can  they  be 
the  Caufe  of  any  Fever,  becaufe  they  are 
the  greateft  Coolers  we  know  of,  neither  can 
they  be  the  Caufe  of  any  cutaneous  Eruption ; 
becaufe  i  know  by  Experience  (as  I  could 
bring  many  to  terrify)  that  they  are  a  very 
powerful  and  effectual  Remedy  againft  fueh 
Diftempers. 


I 
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I  know  no  Method  more  proper  than 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  foregoing  Chapter, 
where  Nature  is  wanting. 

King’s-Evil,  or  Scrofula, 

IS  either  Hereditary,  or  Accidental;  is 
featcd  in  the  Blood,  and  ufually  de- 
fcends  to  the  Children,  if  either  of  the  Pa¬ 
rents  ever  had  it. 

This  Difeafe  is  feldom  met  with,  but  in 
young  People.  It  generally  appears  fir  ft  in 
the  Glands  of  the  Throat,  with  hard  Swel¬ 
lings  of  a  livid  Colour  •  flow  in  coming  to  a 
Maturation,  bearing  the  Touch  without  much 
Uneafinefs,  being  attended  with  lefs  Pain 
and  Sorenefs,  than  any  other  U  leer  of  what 
Kind  foever. 


G 
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The  Accidental  proceeds  from  any  old 
Uicer  that  has  been  long  in  curing,  or  from 
any  Inflammation  of  the  Eyes,  which  I  have 
obferved  in  a  very  ftiort  Time  to  become  Icro- 

fulous. 

A 

\ 

The  Hands,  Feet,  or  any  other  Part  may 
be  affe&ed  with  it.  Before  the  Patient  comes 
to  be  twenty-live  Years  of  Age,  ’tis  rare  but 
this  Diftemper  naturally  wears  off.  I  was 
fome  Years  fince  called  to  a  Merchant’s  Son 
in  this  City,  about  fix  Years  old :  He  had 
this  Difeafe,  in  a  violent  Degree,  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  Parts,  which  were  fwelled  to  a  prodi¬ 
gious  Size ;  and  at  the  fame  Time,  afflicted 
with  no  Ids  than  feven  Ulcers.  I  ordered 
him  a  Diet-Drink  •  upon  taking  of  which, 
the  Swelling  abated,  and  the  Ulcers  grew 
well,  without  any  other  Application  than 
dry  Lint. 


The 


% 
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The  Spring  following,  this  Diftemper 
threatened  a  Return;  but  upon  the  Repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  Diet-Drink,  he  was  perfectly 
recovered. 

£  v.  V  :  *  .  4  # 

a  Take  Mercurius  Dulcis  one  Dram,  An- 
a  timony  revived  half  a  Dram  :  You  may 
M  give  of  this  Medicine  three,  four,  or  five 
“  Grains,  according  to  the  Age  or  Strength 
“  of  the  Patient.  Take  this  twice  a  Week.3’ 

1  i 

In  the  intermediate  Days,  ufe  the  Diet- 
Drink  following  : 

“  Take  of  the  Leaves  of  Senna  half 
“  a  Pound,  the  Root  of  Monks  Rheubarb 
££  feven  Ounces,  the  Roots  of  the  fharp- 
“  pointed  Dock,  the  Roots  of  Polypody  of 
u  the  Oak,  of  each  four  Ounces,  the  Roots 
a  of  Mizerion, .  three  Ounces  and  a  half, 

Rue  leav’d,  Whitlow-Grafs,  three  Hand- 

G  2  u  ful  s  . 
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. a  fuls,  Rinds  of  Oranges  dried,  fix  Ounces, 
cc  crude  Antimony,  grofly  powdered,  one 
“  Pound :  Slice  and  bruife  thefe,  then  put 
u  them  in  a  Bag,  and  boil  them  in  four 
a  Gallons  and  a  half  of  mid  line  Drink  to 

o 

£c  three  Gallons:  Take  half  a  Pint  every 
a  Morning,  encreafing  or  lelfening  the  Dofe, 
“  according  to  its  Operation.  By  this  very 
<c  Method,  I  have  cured  great  Numbers. ’’ 

Elephantiasis. 

rjpHE  worft,  and  molt  obftinate  of 
Cutaneous  Dil'eafes :  5Tis  vermicu¬ 
lar. 

T  h  r  s  Species  of  Eruption  does  not 
always  appear  the  fame  ;  fometimes  it 
breaks  out  like  fmall  Boils  of  fcveral  Co¬ 
lours  5  fame  yellow,  fome  again  white,  and 
others  of  a  livid  Complexion.  This  laft 
Sort  fometimes  brings  off  the  Patient’s  Nails. 
I  had  a  Gentlewoman,  in  this  Town,  in  this 

miferable 
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miferable  Condition ;  yet,  in  a  Ihort  Time, 
fhe  was  perfedly  well.  In  feme,  this  Dif- 
temper  appears  in  an  infinite  Number  of 
Water- Bladders,  from  whence  iffue  great 
Quantities  of  a  fait  briny  Matter,  of  fo  cor- 
roii ve  a  Quality,  that  where  it  falls,  it  ex¬ 
coriates.  Salivation,  in  thefe  Cafes,  lias  been 
tried  without  Succefs  ;  yet  the  Diftem- 
per  yields  to  Remedies  in  no  refpect  vio¬ 


lent. 


Leprosy  of  the  Greeks,  or 
Lepra  Grascorum. 


HIS  appears  in  a  broad  white  Scale, 


JL  furrotmded  with  a  frnall  Circle  of  Red, 

but  almoft  even  with  the  Skin  ;  which,  as 

« 

People  grow  in  Years,  for  the  moil  part  gets 
Ground  ;  fo  that  in  Procefs  of  Time  the  Pa¬ 
tient  becomes  very  uneafy.  This  Difeafe  is 
rarely  cured,  hecaule  the  Nature  of  it  is  for 
the  moll  part  miftaken,  by  reafon  Phyiicians 
fuppofe  it  to,  proceed  from  an  acid  Quality 


in 
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in  the  Fluids :  For  which  Reafonj  they  pour 
in  Alkalious  Remedies  of  all  Sorts,  which 

only  add  to  the  Matter  of  the  Difeafe.  Now, 

: 

if  any  Perfon  defires  to  be  fatisfied  of  this 
Miftake,  I  will  venture  to  give  fuch  Proof 
of  it,  as  fhail  be  convincing  from  the  Ex¬ 
perience  of  many  Learned  Men,  that  there 
is  no  Acid  of  any  Kind  in  the  Fluids ;  as 
‘Pitcairn  fays,  the  famous  Mr,  Boyle  alferts. 
Sir  John  Colebatch’s  Experiment  with  the 
Syrup  of  Violets,  is  fufficient  to  go  no  far¬ 
ther,  Doctor  Borehaave  is  in  the  fame  Way 
of  Thinking, 

But  why  fliould  Men  of  Art  be  lo  averfe 
to  Cold  Bathing  in  this  Cafe  ?  The  Is¬ 
raelites  were  famous  for  an  itchy  fcabby 
People ;  and  the  only  Remedy  we  find 
they  made  ufe  of,  was  Immerfion  in  cold 
W  ater. 


Physicians  object,  That  the  Immerfion  in 
cold  W ater, in  C  utaneous  Cafes,  has  often  throw n 

W  ■  '  this 
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this  corrupt  Matter  on  the  Lungs,  and  caufed 
Confumptions.  If  they  can  make  this  ap¬ 
pear  from  one  {ingle  Inftance,  it  may  give 
fome  Satisfadion  as  to  what  they  affert ; 
though  it  will  be  far  from  proving  their 
Conclufion  to  be  true.  What  they  fay  of 
Cold  Bathing,  is  very  different  from  what 
'  I  have  experienced  in  Pradice,  and  from  my 
Way  of  Thinking. 

»  Vi  \  _ 

/ 

Upon  the  Patient’s  Immerfing  in  the  moft 
intenfe  cold  Water  that  can  poffibly  be  found, 
all  the  Heat  is  flung  from  the  Surface  of 
the  Body,  into  its  moft  inward  Parts  ;  when 
the  Patient  comes  out,  the  Heat  returning 
from  whence  it  came,  performs  its  Motion 
with  that  Elafticity  and  Force,  that  it  fills 
the  Skin  with  vaft  Numbers  of  cutaneous 
Spots ;  by  which  the  Blood  becomes  much 
finer,  and  thofe  corrupt  Parts  of  the  Fluids 
are  difcharged.  For  the  Truth  of  this,  lap- 
peal  to  every  one  that  immerfes  in  very  cold 
Water. 

G  4 
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It  may  be  farther  prefumed,  That  where¬ 
as  the  Patient  often  complains  of  flying  Pains 
in  the  Mufcles,  which  occafion  a  great  Ina¬ 
bility  to  Motion.  This  Diforder,  generally 
fpeaking,  is  caufed  from  Wind,  blowing  up 
the  Mufcles  beyond  their  due  Tenflon  r  In 
which  Cafe,  they  will  receive  Benefit,  not 
only  from  the  cold  Quality  of  the  Water, 
but  more  from  the  Weight  of  it,  which  prefe 
fes  the  Mufcles  into  their  due  Places ;  fo  that 
you  find  yourfelf  inftantly  fitter  for  Mo¬ 
tion. 

In  feme  Parts  of  AJia,  as  foon  as  any  one 
complains  of  Pains  in  their  Mufcles,  and 
Bones,  their  Friends  immediately  throw  them 
on  the  Ground,  and  kneel  on  them ;  at 
length,  by  prefling  their  Mufcles,  they  are 
fenfible  of  Relief 


I 
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I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  Head 
hecaufe  I  would  have  Cold  Bathing  grow  as 
univerfal,  as  I  hope,  Inocttlation  in  a  Ihort 
Time  will  do.  And  now  I  have  mentioned 
Inoculation,  I  fhould  think  it  unpardon¬ 
able,  if  I  Ihould  take  no  Notice  of  her 
Majefty,  as  a  great  Promoter  and  Encourager 
of  this  Pra&ice.  I  believe  the  World  will 
readily  allow  me,  that  her  Majefty  is  as  much 
fuperior  in  her  Underftanding  to  the  Genera¬ 
lity  of  her  Sex,  as  fhe  is  fuperior  to  them 
in  that  Station  in  which  Providence  fo  hap¬ 
pily,  for  Mankind,  has  placed  her.  How  ma¬ 
ny  are  there  that  are  ready  to  run  into  any 
Mode  or  Fafhion,  though  never  fo  extrava¬ 
gant,  if  it  has  but  the  Sanction  of  the  Great ! 
Let  luch,  on  this  Occanon,  imitate  their 

’*  '  •  -t\) '■*.  .  - 

Queen.  Is  it  poffible,  they  can  be  follici- 
tous  in  Matters  of  a  trifling  Nature,  and  Ihew 
little  or  no  Regard  to  what  is  of  infinite  Im- 

t 

portance  to  Mankind  ?  Inoculation  is  as  be- 

p  neficial 
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neficial  an  Invention,  in  every  Relpe&,  as 
either  this  Age,  or  any  of-  the  preceding  ones 

v. 

have  produced :  Yet,  what  is  very  furpri- 
iing,  it  meets  with  '  little  Encouragement 
from  the  Ladies.  Is  Beauty,  that  arrives  to 
fuch  a  Perfe&ion  in  an  English  Climate,  of 
fo  little  Importance,  that  it  is  beneath  our 
Care  ?  What  miferable  Havock,  what  terri¬ 
ble  Changes  has  this  one  Di {temper  produced 
in  the  molt  lovely  and  amiable  Part  of  the 
Creation  ?  The  Ladies  may  poffibly  fmile 
to  hear  a  Man  of  Seventy  ufe  fuch  warm 
Expreffions,  but  I  will  venture  to  fay  with 
Mr.  Dryden,  That 

Old  as  I  am j  for  Ladies  Love  unfits 
The  Tower  of  Beauty  I  remember  yet. 

I  therefore  lament  the  final  1  and  inconlide- 
rable  Progrefs  which  Inoculation  has  as  yet 
made  in  Great  Britain . 

As 
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As  to  that  ridiculous  Afperfion  lome  Peo¬ 
ple  have  call  upon  it,  by  calling  it  a  Tempt¬ 
ing  of  God ,  and  bringing  Difeafes  upon  our 
felves :  This,  to  a  thinking  Perfon,  muft  ap¬ 
pear  fo  frivolous,  that  it  fcarcely  deferves  an 
Anfvver.  Is  there  one  fingle  Palfage  in  the 
whole  Sacred  Writings,  that  reftrains  Man¬ 
kind  from  anticipating  an  Evil,  by  making 
ufe  of  the  proper  Precautions  for  preventing 
it  ?  If  thefe  fcrupulous  Gentlemen,  whofe 
Confciences  were  not  always  fo  ftrait-laced, 
will  produce  me  but  one  fingle  I nUance  of 
an  abfolute  Prohibition  from  Things  of  this 
Nature,  I  will  readily  acquiefce,  and  willing¬ 
ly  retrad  my  Error.  I  beg  my  Reader’s  Pardon 
for  fo  long  a  Digreffion ;  but  1  hope,  the  Im¬ 
portance  ofthe  Subjed  will  fufficientlyattone 
for  it.  I  can  affure  them,  what  has  been 

faid  on  this  Occafion,  is  not  from  any  View 

to 
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to  my  own  private  Intereft,  but  merely  out 
of  Regard  to  the  general  Good  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

Branny  Itch,  or  Pruritus  Fa- 

rinus. 

THIS  Sort  of  Eruption  is  much  like 
Bran,  from  whence  it  takes  its  Name. 
JTis  pretty  univerfal,  fpreading  all  over  the 
Body  and  Limbs  j  but  is  much  eafier  cured 
than  either  of  the  former. 

"Tis  cured  by  the  fame  Method  with  the 
Leprofy  of  the  Greeks. 


Itch, 


Itch,  or  Pruritus. 


HIS  is  the  moft  common  of  all,  very 


JL  much  infefting  the  Sea-Coafts  of 
England ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland  ;  and  is  very 
contagious.  It  is  caufed  generally  by  Fil- 
thinefs,  and  feeding  much  upon  Filh.  This 
even  the  Illiterate  allow  to  be  vermicu¬ 
lar.  In  hot  Climates  I  have  feen  the  Ver¬ 
min  moving  in  the  Puftles.  The  Remedies 
which  are  ufed,  undeniably  prove  the  Di- 
feafe  to  be  very  vermicular-  for  all  Mer¬ 
curial  Ointments  and  Wallies,  nay,  a  Quick- 
filver  Girdle,  are  the  common  Remedies ; 
and  we  know  nothing  that  fo  infallibly  de- 
ftroys  Worms  as  Mercury. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  Delcrip- 
tion  of  moft  of  the  Acute  Difeafcs  amongft 


(  ) 

us,  as  I  have  done  of  the  Chronic;  ex¬ 
cept  a  Lethargy,  which  proceeds  from  too 
moift  a  Brain,  and  needs  no  Defcription. 

-v  *  "  *  * 

cc  Take  one  Quart  of  Spring  Water,  dif- 
ci  folve  in  it  one  Dram  of  Sublimate,  Cream 

i  ' 

t(  of  Tartar,  half  an  Ounce:  Wafh  the 
a  Puftles  over  with  this  at  Night  going 
tC  to  Bed  :  Change  your  Linnen^  and  three 
sc  Nights  at  fartheft,  you  fhall  be  well.  ’Tis 
u  neceffary  at  lead:  to  purge.  I  likewife  re- 
a  commend  Bleeding.” 


Plague,  or  Peftis 

IS  H  A  L  L  begin  with  what  the  Learned 
Dr.  Willis  fays  of  it.  Natura  pefis  mi- 
afmate  virulento  &  fpirituali  fundalttrj  a 
quo  Effluvia  vapor o fa  quaque  verfus  dijfufa 
adeo  pot  enter  fe  exp  Ik  ant ,  ut  vel  ex  minimo 

feminario 
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feminario  fnacem  mortis  &  exit  'd  fegetem 
cito  propagent. 


By  this  he  only  defigned  to  defcribe  after 
what  Manner  the  Infedion  is  conveyed; 
which  feems  very  reafonable.  Take  the  De- 
fcription  of  this  Diftemper  as  follows  : 

It  begins  as  all  other  Fevers  do,  with  In- 
termiffions  of  Heat  and  Cold ;  the  Sym¬ 
ptoms  are  higher  than  in  any  other  Fever; 
intenfe  Third,  violent  Vomitings,  Pains  in 
the  Head,  Back,  Joints,  and  all  over  the 
Mufcles,  a  total  Failure  and  Proftration  of 
all  Strength  and  Ability ;  as  if  there  was, 
as  in  Reality  there  is,  a  general  Mortifica¬ 
tion  of  all  the  Fluids  enfuing. 

|  M 

The  Appearances,  which  come  on  in  a  few 
Hours,  are  what  we  call  Petechias,  or  black 
Spots ;  with  a  Bubo  or  inflammatory 

Swelling 
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Swelling  in  the  Groin,  or  fome  other  of  the 
Emunftories. 

Th  is  Difeafe  is  very  foon  at  a  Crifis,  in 
three  or  four  Days  at  the  fartheft,  but .  ge¬ 
nerally  fconer. 

When  I  took  by  Storm  the  two  Cities  of 
Guaiaqu'tl ,  under  the  Line, in  the  South  Seas, 
it  happened,  that  not  long  before  the  Plague 
had  raged  amongft  them.  For  our  better 
Security  therefore,  and  keeping  our  People 
together,  we  lay  in  their  Churches  ;  and 
likewifo  brought  thither  the  Plunder  of  the 
Cities:  We  were  very  much  annoyed  with 
the  Smell  of  dead  Bodies.  Thefe  Bodies 
could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  buried }  for  the 
Spaniards  abroad  ufe  no  Coffins,  but  throw 
feveral  dead  Bodies  one  upon  another,  with 
only  a  Draw-Board  over  them ;  fo  that  ’tis 
no  Wonder  we  received  the  Infection. 


In 
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In  a  very  few  Days  after  we  got  on  Board, 
one  of  the  Surgeons  came  to  me  to  acquaint 
me,  that  feveral  of  my  Men  were  taken  after 
a  violent  Manner  with  that  Languor  of  Spi¬ 
rits,  that  they  were  not  able  to  move.  I  im¬ 
mediately  went  among  them,  and,  to  my 
great  Surprize,  foon  difcerned  what  was  the 
Matter.  In  lefs  than  forty  eight  Hours  we 
had  in  our  feveral  Ships  one  hundred  and 
eighty  Men  in  this  miferable  Condition. 

I  ordered  the  Surgeons  to  bleed  them 
in  both  Arms,  and  to  go  round  to  them 
all,  with  Command  to  leave  them  bleeding 
till  all  were  blooded,  and  then  come  and  tie 
them  up  in  their  Turns.  Thus  they  lay 
bleeding  and  fainting,  fo  long,  that  I  could 
not  conceive  they  could  lofc  lefs  than  an 
hundred  Ounces  each  Man. 

If 


H 
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* 


If  we  had  loft  fo  great  a  Number  of  our 
People,  the  poor  Remains  muft  infallibly 
have  perifhed.  I  began  to  confider,  that 
the  Plague  was  no  more  than  a  Fever  of 
the  molt  exalted  Kind  ;  and  fo  ‘Duro  huic 
nodo  durior  adhuc  cuneus  adhibendus. '  A 
Fever  we  define  to  be  Au£ta  fanguinis  Fer- 
mentatio  fanguini  &  humorihus  induffa. 
The  only  Intention  of  Healing,  muft  be  to 
abate  that  preternatural  Fermentation,  and 
refill  Putrefaction,  which  muft  be  by  large 
Quantities  of  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors. 
We  had  on  Board  Oil  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol 
fufiicient ;  which  I  caufed  to  be  mixed  with 
Water  to  the  Acidity  of  a  Lemon,  and  made 
them  drink  very  freely  of  it  •  fo  that  not¬ 
withstanding  we  had  one  hundred  and  eighty 
odd  down  in  this  molt  fatal  Diftemper,  yet 
we  loft  no  more  than  feven  or  eight  ;  and 
even  thefe  owed  their  Deaths  to  the  ftrong 
Liquors  which  their  Mefs- Mates  procured 
for  them. 


They 
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Th  ey  had  all  Spots,  which  in  the  great 
Plague  they  call  Tokens;  few  or  none  of 
the  Spaniards  efcaped  Death  that  had  them ; 
but  my  People  had  them,  and  Buboes  too. 

Now  if  we  had  had  Recourfe  to  Alexiphar- 
micks,  fuch  as  V enice  Treacle,  Diacodium, 
Mithridate,  and  fuch  like  good-for-nothing 
Compofitions,  or  the  moil  celebrated  Gap 
coin’s  Powder,  or  Bezoar,  I  make  no  Que- 
ftion  at  all,  conlidering  the  Heat  of  the  Cli¬ 
mate,  but  we  had  loft  every  Man. 

rTis  furprizing  to  me  that  Phyficians  can 
read  fo  many  Authors,  and  overlook  the  moft 
reafonable  Rules  for  the  Good  and  Preferva- 
tion  of  Mankind,  and  imbibe  Principles, 
which,  were  it  not  for  fear  of  giving  Offence, 

I  ftiould  fay,  are  contrary  to  Common  Senfe; 

I  lhall  inftance  in  one  more  remarkable  than 
all  the  reft. 

H  2 


The 


(  94  ) 


The  firft  Axiom  that  is  laid  down  by  Ri¬ 
ver  his  in  his  Theraputic  Part  of  his  Infti- 
tutes,  is,  Gtnnis  curandi  Methodus  a  primo 
hoc  &  generalijjhno  princ  ip  io  defumituri 
contraria  contrarhs  curantur. 

Galen  fays,  No  Rule  in  the  Mathema- 
ticks  is  more  certain  than  this.  I  have  had 
more  than  Forty  Eight  Years  Experience  to 
back  this  Affertion,  and  in  the  worft  Cli¬ 
mates. 

Read  the  Man  whofe  Reafon  was  much 
fuperior  to  mine,  the  honeft  and  good  Dr. 
i Sydenham,  and  fee  if  the  Rule  above  was  not 
his  Guide. 

Sennertus  alio  in  his  Inftitutes  fays, 
Quicquid  curatur  curatur  contrarhs. 


This  very  Rule  has  been  fo  little  regard- 
,  that  a  Phyfidan  of  this  Town  offered  to 
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lay  Five  Hundred  Founds  with  me,  that  I 
did  not  produce  fuch  an  Axiom  •  but  as  he 
grew  cooler,  he  thought  better  of  it.  By 
this  it  appears,  how  little  Notice  is  taken  of 

the  molt  ufeful  Rules  in  the  Art  of  Heal¬ 
ing. 

.  If  it  Ihould  pleafe  God  to  afflict  us  with 
this  Difeafe,  fome  Pcrfons  mu  ft  be  under  no 
fmali  Concern  to  procure  a  fufficient  Quantity 
of  Cantharides  ;  for  if  it  Ihould  fo  happen 
that  People  went  to  their  Graves  with  whole 
Skins,  then  the  moft  fovereign  Remedy  would 
be  omitted.  Now  this  great  Catholicon  does 
not  only  poifon  and  inflame  the  Fluids,  but 
draws  off  the  purer  Part  of  the  Blood  } 
which  is  the  Serum.  By  this  Practice  the 
Mafs  becomes  more  grumous  and  thick,  fo 
that  Circulation  is  impeded,  and  the  Patient 
fuffocated :  Whereas,  if  there  was  Care  ta¬ 
ken  to  dilute  and  thin  the  Mais  of  Blood, 
Circulation  would  be  much  eafier  main¬ 
tained,  and  by  this  Means  prevent  Death. 

H  3  An 
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An  eminent  Physician  was  asked,  How  Blifter- 
ing  came  lo  much  in  Falhion  ?  He  anfwered, 
They  had  it  from  the  Indians.  But  I,  that 
have  feen  more  Indians  than  all  the  Phy- 
ficians  in  England,  deny  that  the  Indians 
ever  make  ufe  of  B  lifters.  They  do  often 
cauterife  ;  and  in  all  Fevers  amongft  them 
they  cover  the  Patients  over  in  the  Sands,  till 
they  are  in  a  profufe  Sweat,  and  then  throw 
them  into  the  cold  Water,  by  which  Means 
they  become  well. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  Dr.  Rad- 
cliff"  ever  ufed  this  inhuman  Method  of 
Bliftering,  as  it  is  now  in  Vogue.  I  ftiould 
be  glad  to  know  likewife,  if  there  is 
any  Authority  from  any  of  our  moft  ap¬ 
proved  Authors  for  fuch  a  Practice.  The 
honed  Dr.  Sydenham  calls  Bliftering,  Hu¬ 
mane  corio  ludere.  Dr.  Baynard  would  fay, 
That  as  Belzeehub  fignifies  a  Fly  in  the  He¬ 
brew  Language,  that  the  Devils  were  nothing 
but  great  Cantharides.  We  ftiould  likewife 

be 
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be  at  a  Lofs  for  Bezoar,  that  petrified  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Difeafe  cut  out  of  the  Paunches.  Gails, 
and  Bladders  of  forae  of  the  nafti-eft  Crea¬ 
tures  in  Being,  as  Guananoes,  a  monftrous 
Beaft  between  a  Camel  and  a  Re-Goat,  black 
Cattle,  Hogs,  Goats,  and  an  ugly  Animal 
they  call  Pacos  D'la  Tierra,  Monkeys,  Por¬ 
cupines,  and  all  fuch  nafty  Animals. 

Of  this  I  have  been  credibly  informed  by 
Perfons  of  the  beft  Reputation,  both  in  the 
Eaft  and  TV  eft  Indies . 

We  in  DiiTections  too  often  find  in  the 
Galls  and  Bladders  of  Human  Bodies  great 
Quantities  of  Stones,  which  doubt  lefs  may 
as  well  fervefor  Bezoar,  as  the  di leafed  Mat¬ 
ter  of  the  afore-mentioned  Beafts.  They  for 
the  molt  Part  dying  with  thefe  feveral  Sorts 
of  Stones,  as  by  Experience  his  daily  feen 
we  do. 

*  \  . 

H  4  Spotted 
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Spotted  Fever  ,  or  Febris 


HIS  begins  like  the  Plague,  excepting 


that  all  the  Symptoms  are  lefs  vio¬ 
lent.  Intermiffions  of  Heat  and  Cold,  Vo¬ 
miting,  great  Pains  in  the  Head,  Back, 
Limbs,  Joints,  and  all  the  Mufcles,  intenfe 
Thirft.  The  firft  Grills  is  the  Petechias,  or 
black  Spots.  If  the  Patient  furvives  this  fa¬ 
tal  Difeafe,  the  iaft  Crilis,  which  we  define 
to  be  Subita  &  repent ina  mutatio  in  morbo 
faff  a  vel  ad  falutem  vel  ad  mortem  diver- 
gens j  is  feldom  before  the  Seventeenth  or 
twenty  firft  Day. 

About  thirty  feven  Years  fince  this  Fe¬ 
ver  raged  much  in  Brifiof  fo  that  I  vifited 
from  twenty  five  to  thirty  Patients  a  Day 
for  a  considerable  Time,  befides  their  poor 
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Children  taken  into  their  Workhoufe,  where 
I  engaged  myfelf,  for  the  Encouragement 
of  fo  good  and  charitable  an  Undertaking, 
to  find  them  Phyfick,  and  give  them  Advice 
at  my  ©wn  Expence  and  Trouble  for  the 
two  firfl  Years.  All  thefe  poor  Children 
in  general  had  this  Fever,  yet  no  more  than 
one  died  out  of  the  whole  Number,  which 

■y> 

was  near  two  hundred. 

I  shall  give  a  particular  Inftance  of  one 
Per  ion  cured  in  an  uncommon  W  ay. 

One  Thomas  Hackett,  an  Apprentice  to 
Mr.  John  Scandrett  a  Grocer  in  Wine-Street 
Brijiolj  labouring  under  this  fatal  Fever, 
had  a  violent  Hemorrage,  or  Flux  of  Blood 
at  his  Nole,  notwithftanding  great  Quantities 
of  Blood  were  taken  from  his  Arms,  and  the 
moft  cooling  Medicines  adminifter’d  which 
could  be  thought  of ;  yet  all  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual,  infomuch  that  there  was  no  room 

to  exped  his  Fife.  I  ordered  a  large  Vei¬ 
l'd 
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fel  to  be  filled  below  Stairs  with  Spring  Water. 
He  was  carried  down  in  a  Sheet,  and  put 
into  the  Water;  he  dipped  his  Head  feveral 
Times,  upon  which  the  Bleeding  flopped. 
I  believe  he  might  continue  in  the  Water 
a  Quarter  of  an  Hour ;  after  which  Time  he 
was  carried  to  Bed,  only  covered  with  a 
Sheet.  He  flept  well  that  Night ;  the  Spots 
all  difappeared  ;  he  was  very  well,  only  weak, 
and  is  now  living  in  Brijiol. 

This  being  of  a  very  high  inflammatory 
Nature,  it  is  proper  to  take  away  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Blood,  giving  the  Purge  defcribed 
in  the  Gout,  every  other  Day ;  taking  after 
it  the  fame  Night  the  following  Draught. 

a  BLACK-Cherry- Water,  Mint- Water,  of 
/  .  ' '  1 

u  each  one  Ounce  and  a  Half ;  Plague- 

a  Water  half  an  Ounce,  Diacodium  ten 
a  Drams,  made  into  a  Draught.  Of  the 
c<  Days  you  do  not  purge,  take  the  follow- 
u  ing  :  Confer ve  of  Wood- Sorrel,  of  Hips, 

“  and 
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a  and  Barberries,  of  each  one  Ounce ; 
u  Cream  of  Tartar,  and  Tartar  yitriolated, 
a  of  each  two  Drams ;  Syrup  of  Rafpberries, 
£c  enough  to  make  it  into  a  fine  Electuary. 
<c  Take  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  at  four 
u  or  five  in  the  Afternoon,  and  at  Bed- 
a  Time,  drinking  after  it  a  Tea  Spoonful 
a  of  My  n/ic  lot’s  Elixir  of  Vitriol  in  a  large 
a  Glafs  of  Water,  keeping  the  Patient  very 
u  cool,  and  giving  large  Draughts  of  cool- 
“  ing  and  diluting  Liquors.’' 

% 

The  Flux  Small  Fox,  or  Va¬ 
riola:  Confluentes. 

r  |  1 H I  S  Difeafe  was,  doubtlels,  long  be- 
JL  fore  the^  Time  of  Hippocrates ,  or  the 
Divine  old  Man,  as  we  call  him,  and  yet 
'tis  very  furprizing  he  makes  no  mention 
of  it }  nor  have  we  any  Greek  Word  for 
it. 


P 
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There  are  three  Species  of  this  Difeafe 
commonly  known  to  Phyficians :  The  Con¬ 
fluent,  Anomalous,  and  Diftind. 

I  shall  venture  to  let  down  a  Fourth 
Kind,  which  I  have  obferved,  as  different 
from  the  three  former  as  they  are  from  each 
another  ;  and  which  may  be  called  the 
Spotted  Kind. 

I  shall  begin  with  the  moft  fatal  of 
the  three  fir  ft:  Sorts,  the  Confluent  Small 
Pox. 

This  Diftempcr  lets  out  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  as  other  Fevers  do,  from  the  Plague  to 
an  Ague,  Intermiffions  of  Heat  and  Cold, 
Vomitings,  great  Thirft,  violent  Pains  in 
the  Head,  Back,  &c.  But  the  Phyfician 
may  be  alTured  where  thofe  Lumbago's  or 
Pains  in  the  Back  are  complained  of,  let  the 
Fever  be  of  any  Kind  whatfoever,  it  certain- 

J  iy 
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ly  carries  a  Sting  with  it,  though  no  Man 

can  fay  what  Species  of  Fever  it  will  be 
before  its  firft  Crifis. 

Soon  after  the  Patient  is  feized  with  this 
Sort  of  the  Small  Pox,  the  Face  and  Hands, 
and  all  Parts  of  the  Body  fhall  be  very  much 
inflamed,  broad  red  Spots  appearing;  and 
the  fecond  or  third  Day,  at  fartheft,  there 
fhall  begin  to  appear  an  entire  Bliftcr  from 
Head  to  Foot,  often  attended  with  {pitting 
Blood,  bloody  Urine,  and  the  like. 

One  would  think  from  the  new-invented 
Way  of  curing  this  Diftempcr  by  B littering, 
(for  which  no  good  Reafon  can  be  given, 
nor  do  I  remember  any  Authority  for  it,) 
that  this  Difeafe  mutt  certainly  bring  its 
Remedy  with  it ;  for  here  is  a  Blitter  from 
Head  to  Foot,  and  confcquentiy  this  Con¬ 
fluent  Kind  of  Small  Pox  ought  to  be  lefs 
dangerous  than  the  other  two  Sorts.  But  to 

our  great  Grief^  we  find  this  Sort  to  be  more 

difficult 
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difficult  to  be  cured,  than  either  Peftilential 
Fever  or  Plague;  nor  does  any  acute  Di- 
feafe  come  up  to  it  for  Danger,  except  the 
Fourth  Sort  of  Small  Pox,  of  which  I  fhall 
fpeak  hereafter. 

It  will  be  neceflary  to  take  Notice  of  the 
critical  Days  in  this  fatal  Difeafe.  There  is 
little  Mention  made  of  any  critical  Day  in 
this  Town  but  the  Ninth,  which  is  no  criti¬ 
cal  Day,  nor  is  it  poffible  any  juft  reckon¬ 
ing  can  be  kept  by  it.  Thus  while  People 
are  ignorant  of  the  Days  of  Danger,  how 
can  Provifion  be  made  againft  them . 

The  critical  Days  we  fhall  venture  to  fay 
are  the  eighth,  the  eleventh,  the  fourteenth, 
the  feventeenth,  and  the  twenty  firft,  to  be 
thus  accounted. 

If  you  are  ill  at  ten  of  the  Clock  at  Night, 
that  muft  be  called  the  firft  Day,  as  really  it 
is  inclufive. 

An  d 
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And  ’tis  thus  we  reckon  Tertian  and 
Quartan  Agues. 

The  Reafon  why  the  ninth  Day  comes 
to  be  accounted  critical,  is  from  People’s 
reckoning  from  the  Day  of  Eruption. 

Now  in  Confluent  Small  Poxes,  if  the 
Patient  begins  to  complain  at  two  or  three 
in  the  Morning,  there  fliall  be  broad  red 
Spots  appear  before  twelve  at  Night.  'Tis 
evident,  the  critical  Days  are  much  protract¬ 
ed  by  the  Crudity  of  the  Matter  ;  which 
always  happens  when  it  appears  fo  very 
loon  5  and  by  this  Protraction  the  laft  critical 
Day  comes  to  be  the  twenty  firfl. 

m  ,  ,  .  . ..  os 

fTis  a  known  Maxim  in  Phylick,  Prima 
concoBionis  vitium  non  corrigit  fecunda }  and 
£o  on. 

In 
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In  the  Anomalous  Kind,  which  is  lefs 
crude,  the  fourteenth  or  leventeenth  are  the 
laft  critical  Days ;  and  in  the  diftind  Sort  the 
eleventh. 

This  Account  I’ll  venture  to  fay  is  a 
true  one;  do  that  the  ninth  Day  has  no 
Place  amongft  the  critical  Days.  If  the  Fa¬ 
culty  pleafe,  it  may  be  called  one  of  the 
^Dies  Indices. 

Anomalous  Small  Pox?  or 

Variolas  Anomalas. 

1  HOUGH  my  Defign  is  to  treat  of 
-A.  feveral  acute  Diieales ;  yet  there  need 
no  farther  Defcription,  than  that  where 
Symptoms  appear  high,  the  Fever  will  be 
of  a  more  dangerous  Kind ;  and  where  they 

are 
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are  more  remits,  the  enfuing  Diftemper  will 
be  of  a  more  favourable  Sort. 

This  Species  of  Small  Pox  is  diftinguifti- 
ed  from  the  other  two  by  its  fluxing  in  fome 
Parts,  and  being  in  other  very  diftind. 

The  Phyfician  may  be  very  ferviceable 
to  his  Patient  in  this  Cale,  if  it  be  rightly 
underftood,  otherwife  the  Patient  often  Puf¬ 
fers  Death.  But  it  muft  be  confidePd,  Nature 
is  three  Days  forming  variolous  Matter,  molt 
Phyficians  are  too  apt  to  be  giving  heating 
Medicines  to  throw  it  out ;  by  which  Means 
the  Fever  is  very  much  encreafed,  which 
brings  on  a  great  Ataxie,  or  irregular  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  animal  Spirits,  fo  that  all  Digef- 
tion  of  the  morbifick  Matter  is  obftrudted, 
contrary  to  a  known  Maxim,  Co£fa  non  cruda 
funt  medkanda.  So  that  nothing  but  Wa¬ 
ter-Bladders  and  blue  Spots  appear,  which 
renders  the  Patient's  Circumftances  very  de¬ 
plorable. 
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It  muft  be  Want  of  Obfervation  that  makes 
Phyficians  fo  fearful  of  Bleeding  in  this  Di- 
ftemper  after  the  Eruption.  The  good  Dr. 
Sydenham  goes  no  further  than  Mittetur  fan- 
guts  quovis  die  ante  tertium  inclujive^  which 
is  but  the  fecond  Day  after  their  Appear¬ 
ances.  But  the  moft  excellent  Teter  Bay r  us 
of  Turin ,  who  wrote  about  one  hundred 
and  ninety  Years  lince,  goes  further ;  and  I 
can  affirm  by  Experience,  and  from  the  Suc- 
cefs  I  have  had,  that  the  Patient  may  be 
blooded  every,  or  any  Day,  to  the  twenty 
firft. 

It  is  impoffible  it  can  pafs  the  Obfer¬ 
vation  of  Phyficians,  and  People  that  u- 
fually  attend  Women  in  this  Species  of 
Small  Pox,  that  about  the  fixth  or  feventh 
Day  great  Floodings  come,  efpecially  if  it 
happens  in  the  Flower  of  their  Age:  Now 
all  tl  lis  is  arterial  Blood,  which  is  the  Life 
and  Spirit  of  Mankind.  And  this  is  never 

pre- 
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prejudicial,  where  no  Endeavours  are  ufed 
to  Hop  it.  Nature  will  neither  be  forced  nor 
driven,  and  is  often  very  hard  to  be  led  ; 
but  will  do  Wonders  when  properly  affifted. 

Now  if  fo  much  arterial  Blood  may  be  loft 
without  Inconvenience,  how  much  more  may 
be  taken  by  Phlebotomy  from  the  Veins,  with 
the  utmoft  Advantage  to  the  Patient. 

There  is  one  Thing  very  material,  and 
which  ought  principally  to  be  regarded  in 
this  Diftemper,  that  about  the  feventh  or 
eighth  Day  there  comes  on  a  Ptyalifm,  which 
is  a  Salivation,  without  which  the  Patient 
never  lives.  Children  that  have  it  never  fa- 
livate,  but  have  a  Diarrhea  or  Loofenels, 
which  is  much  the  fame  in  Effedt.  Where 
the  Phylician  flops  it,  he  kills  the  Child  ; 
and  how  many  poor  Babes  have  loft  their 
Lives  by  this  Practice,  ’tis  terrible  to 
think, 

I  2 


Permit 


(  110  ) 


Permit  me  to  give  an  Inftance  of  a  Gentle- 

» 

man,  who  was  Steward  to  the  Duke  of  Beau - 
fort,  one  Mr.  Carr,  he  had  this  Species  of 
Small  Pox,  no  Ptyalifm  coming  on  at  the 
ufual  Time,  I  gave  him  Mercury  ;  but  that 
not  anfwering,  and  he  lying  as  it  were  in 
Extremis ,  1  refolved  to  make  a  Child  of 
him,  and  purge  him  to  eight  or  ten  Mo¬ 
tions,  by  which  he  was  fo  much  relieved, 
that  I  went  on  in  that  Courle  every  Day,  till 
the  Danger  of  his  Diftemper  was  over.  He 
is  now  living  in  South  Wales ,  a  Gentleman 
of  1000  l.fer  Annum. 

Th  is  brings  to  my  Mind  a  Saying  of 
the  great  and  learned  Lord  Verulamj  non 
fingendum  aut  excogitanduMj  fed  invenien¬ 
dum  quid  natura  faciat  aut  ferat. 


Distinct 


v 
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Distinct  Small  Pox,  or  Va~ 


riolte  Diftincfe. 


HERE  wants  very  little  to  be  faid 


-®-  on  this  Kind  of  Small  Pox.  I  have 
heard  of  feveral,  but  never  had  one  that  died 
in  this  Cafe :  The  lels  is  done  the  better  j 
for  having  but  a  few,  they  are  never  of  a  bad 
Sort,  whereas,  if  you  have  many,  they  are 
never  of  a  good  Sort, 


Spotted  Small  Pox, 

HIS  Sort  begins  with  very  high  Syrnp- 


.JL  toms,  and  appears  with  large  red 
Spots,  much  like  the  Confluent  Kind,  with 
the  Face  and  other  Parts  very  much  enflam- 
ed  ;  yet  in  twelve  Hours  the  Patient  fhal! 


become 
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become  perfectly  pale,  the  very  Middle  of 
thofe  red  Spots  turning  to  a  black,  corney 
Subftance,  hardly  fo  big  as  a  large  Pin’s 
Head.  Of  this  Sort,  in  forty  odd  Years 
Practice,  I  have  obferved  no  more  than  five, 
all  Children.  1  could  never  carry  one  to  the 
firft  critical  Day  ;  whereas,  in  the  Confluent 
Kind  they  rarely  die  before. 

a  In  this  I  bleed  in  large  Quantities, 
u  keeping  the  Patient  very  cool,  and  con- 
<c  ftantly  plying  him  with  Cool  Tankards, 
£<  and  fuch  diluting  Liquors,  giving  every 
cc  Evening  about  five  of  the  Clock  an  Ounce, 
a  or  an  Ounce  and  an  half  of  Diacodium.  If 
“  that  does  not  procure  Reft,  after  three 
Hours  I  repeat  it.  I  fharpen  all  his  Malt- 
“  Liquors  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol.  If  it  be  of 
u  the  Flux  or  Anomalous  Kind,  the  feventh 
c£  Day  I  give  of  Mercurius  Dulcis,  and  Cin- 
nabar  of  Antimony,  of  each  half  a  Scruple, 
made  into  a  Bolus,  with  any  Conferve  • 
u  and  do  the  like  again  the  thirteenth  Day. 

“  The 
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cc  The  tenth  Day  you  may  begin  to  ufe  the 
a  following  Cordial  in  fmali  Quantities. 

“  Take  Cowflip- Water,  Mint- Water, 
“  Black-Cherry -Water,  of  each  three  Ounces, 
“  Plague-Water,  and  Aqua  Mirabiiis,  each 
<c  an  Ounce  and  a  half  prepared  ■,  Pearl,  a 
c<  Dram  and  a  half  fweetened  with  fine  Sugar. 
cc  You  may  fometimes  take  a  Glafs  of  Wine, 
“  agreeable  to  a  known  Maxim  in  Phyfick : 
u  In  declinatione  morbi  quo  magis  cakfacis 
u  eo  magis  concociionem promoves. 

a  When  the  laft  critical  Day  is  over,  I 
£C  bleed  to  about  twelve  Ounces,  the  next 
u  Day  purge  with  that  •  fet  clown  in  the 
a  Gout,  taking  a  Quieting  Draught  of  Dia- 
a  codiumat  Night  when  the  Purging  is  over.1 
«  Purging  and  Bleeding  very  well  after  this 
<c  Difeafe  mull  upon  no  Account  be  omitted ; 
a  otherwife  the  Patient  will  break  out  in 
«  Boils,  and  will  have  very  fore  and  weak 

a  Eyes  for  a  confiderable  Time  after/’ 

I  4  Whilst 
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Whilst  I  lived  with  Dr.  Sydenham,  1 
had  myl'elf  the  Small  Pox,  and  fell  ill  on 
Twelfth-Day.  In  the  Beginning  I  loft  twen¬ 
ty  two  Ounces  of  Blood.  He  gave  me  a 
Vomit,  but  I  find  by  Experience  Purging 
much  better.  1  went  abroad,  by  his  Di¬ 
rection.  till  I  was  blind,  and  then  took,  to 
my  Bed.  I  had  no  Fire  allowed  in  my  Room, 

my  Windows  were  conftantly  open,  my  Bed- 

*■  -  .  * 

Clothes  were  ordered  to  be  laid  no  higher 
than  my  W afte.  He  made  me  take  twelve 
Bottles  of  Small  Beer,  acidulated  with  Spirit 
of  Vitriol,  every  twenty  four  Hours.  I  had 
of  this  Anomalous  Kind  to  a  very  great  De¬ 
gree,  yet  never  loit  my  Senfes  one  Moment. 

C  '  •  j  r  * 

This  Method  will  ferve  very  well  in  the 
Confluent  Sort.  This  you  may  follow  in  the 
Diftind  Small  Pox,  but  in  a  more  remifs 

Degree.  ;  •  ' 

Miss  Corbet  had  as  high  a  Confluent  Small 

Pox  as  ever  I  faw,  making  bloody  Water, 

and 
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and  the  worft  Symptoms  attending  her.  Dr. 
Mead \  and  another  Phyfician,  left  her,  fay¬ 
ing,  She  could  not  live  fix  Hours.  I  was 
called  to  her ;  I  defired  Ihe  might  inftantly 
be  blooded.  The  Right  Honourable  the 
Lady  Hothaviy  her  Mother,  fent  for  a  Sur¬ 
geon,  who  refufed  to  do  it,  telling  my  La¬ 
dy,  That  Dr.  Mead  faid,  That  if  file  was 
blooded  fhe  would  die  inftantly.  I  told  the 
Lady,  That  Colours  were  all  the  fame  to  tlje 
Blind  y  I  had  a  black  Man  that  blooded 
very  well,  and  fent  for  him,  who  per¬ 
formed  the  Operation :  She  loft  a  vail 
Quantity  of  Blood.  Mils  Corbet  declared 
afterwards,  That  upon  Bleeding  fhe  found 
her  Spirits  revived,  and,  as  it  were,  a  new 
Life  coming  on ;  and  lo  it  pleafed  God  fhe 
recovered. 

But  there  is  lately  a  new  Species  of  the 
Small  Pox,  called  the  Honycomb  Small  Pox, 
never  known  before.  The  Ufe  of  Blifters  in 
this  Difeafe  rob  the  Pu files  of  the  Matter 

p  con- 
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contained  in  them,  and  then  the  Puftles,  by 
fubfiding,  fomething  referable  anHoneycomb: 
But  if  Dodors  will  create  new  Difeafes,  ’tis 
fit  they  ftiould  give  them  new  Names.- 


Measles,  or  Morbilli. 

HIS  is  a  Dileafe  chiefly  incident  to 
jl  Youth  j  the  Puftles  never  riling  above 
the  Superficies  of  the  Skin,  unlefs  forced  by 
too  heating  Medicines,  and  too  hot  a  Regi¬ 
men.  It  generally  terminates  the  fourth  or 
fifth  Day,  carrying  with  it  little  or  no  Dan¬ 
ger,  if  the  Phyfician  be  not  over  bufy  with 
his  Cordials  and  forcing  Medicines,  which 
only  encreafe  the  Fever,  and  by  that  Means 
often  endanger  the  Patient. 

I  do  not  remember  I  ever  heard  of  any 
one’s  dying  of  this  Difeafe,  till  about  twenty 
fiye  Y ears  fince ;  but  of  late,  by  the  Help  of 

Gafco'mh 
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Gafcoin’s  Powder,  and  Bezoartic  Boluiles, 
together  with  Blifters,  and  a  hot  Regimen, 
(which,  if  experienced  on  a  healthy  Perfon^ 


would  endanger  his  Life,)  the  Blood  is  fo 


highly  inflamed,  and  the  Fever  encreafed  to 
that  Degree,  that  it  is  become  equally  mortal 
with  the  Small  Pox. 

There  is  nothing  farther  required  in  the 
Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  than  to  give  a  little 
Diacodium  at  Night,  allowing  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors. 


Scarlet  Fever,  or  Febris 

Scarletina, 

HIS  is  a  Fever  of  a  milder  Kind 


A  than  the  Mealies,  and  does  not  want 
the  Afliftance  of  a  Doctor.  The  Skin  feems 
to  be  univerfally  inflamed,  but  the  Inflam¬ 
mation  goes  off  in  forty  eight  Hours. 


There 
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There  is  alfo  another  Sort  of  Fever,  with 
Eruption  too  inconflderable  to  make  another 
Chapter.  This  Diftemper,  called  by  fome 
the  Swine  Pox,  by  others  the  Chicken  Pox. 
There  is  nothing  more  neceffary  in  thele 
light  Fevers  with  Eruptions,  than  to  purge 
duely  after  them. 

4  *■ 

•  Use  the  fame  Method  as  in  the  Mealies. 


Erysipelas,  or  Fefaris  Eryfi- 


THIS  Fever  when  in  the  Face  is  called 
St.  Anthony’s  Fire,  when  in  the  Body, 
or  Limbs,  Eryfipelas. 

It  appears  with  a  very  great  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  where  it  begins  with  vaft  IN  umbers  of 

W  ater- 


. 
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W  ater-Bladders,  and  is  very  apt  to  turn  to  a 
Mortification  j  as  it  often  does,  infcmuch 
that  the  Patient  lofes  his  Life.  But  by  pro- 

per  Remedies,  it  is  very  eafily  cured,  and  in 
a  few  Days. 

This  inflammatory  fever  is  curable  by 
high  Bleeding  and  frequent  Purging. 
The  be  ft  topical  Remedy  is  \  emce  TVeacle, 
which  prevents  Mortification,  and  foon  de¬ 
stroys  the  Puftles,  or  Water-Bladders. 

Peripneumanie,  of  Peripneu- 

mania. 


TJd  I  S  comes  on,  as  al  l  other  Species 
of  Fevers  do. 

' 

jTjs  known  by  a  violent,  acute,  and  poig¬ 
nant  Pain  all  round  the  Breaft  and  Sides.  In 
Short,  a  general  Inflammation  of  that  moll 

fenfibie 
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fenfible  Membrane,  the  Pleura,  accompanied 
with  a  great  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  ffiort 
Cough,  Languor  of  Spirits,  and  kills  in  a 
very  few  Hours,  without  profufe  Bleeding.' 

This  Diftemper  is  incident  to  all  Ages  and 
Sexes,  but  generally  feizes  adult  Perlons, 

The  principal  Thing  required  in  the  Cure 
of  this  Difeafe  is  Bleeding,  which  muft  be 
followed  till  all  the  poignant  or  ffiooting 
Pains  are  entirely  removed. 

c<  Take  Oil  of  Lillies,  Oil  of  Sweet  Al- 
“  monds,  Ointment  of  Althea,  ~of  each 
“  equal  Quantities;  rub  it  into  the  Parts  af- 
<£  feded  very  well,  Morning  and  Night, 
tc  putting  a  Sheet  of  brown  Paper  over  it. 
“  Take  of  Melon,  Pompion,  Gourd-Seed, 
“  of  each  half  an  Ounce,  white  Poppy-Seeds 
<c  three  Drams,  ten  Jordan  Almonds  blanch’d ; 
6i  bruife  thefe  in  a  Marble  Mortar,  pour- 
“  ing  on  by  little  and  little  a  pint  and 

“  half 


x  *  (  12  1  )  ’ 

a  half  of  Barley- W  ater.  Add  a  little  Sugar, 
u  and  make  an  Emuliion.  Let  the  Patient 
“  drink  plentifully  of  this.  Take  Oil  of 
“  Sweet  Almonds  two  Ounces,  of  Syrup  of 
u  Violets,  and  Syrup  of  Venus  Maiden  Hair, 
u  of  each  one  Ounce,  Sugar  Candy  half 
u  an  Ounce,  making  it  as  filar p  with  Spirit 
“  of  Vitriol  as  a  Seville  Orange,  and  make 
<c  a  Lambative j  take  of  it  often  in  a  Day 
“  from  a  Liquorifh  Stick.’" 


Pleurisy,  or  Pleuritis. 

/ 

THIS  may  be  faid  to  be  the  half  of 
a  Peripneumonie,  affeding  one  Side 

only  j  ■'bme  will  have  it  that  it  falls  only  on 
the  Left  Side,  but  it  often  comes  on  the  Right 
too.  ’ T is  an  high  inflammatory  Fever,  ac¬ 
companied  with  violent,  acute.,  and  pricking 
Pains,  with  a  ftiort  Cough  attending  it,  with 
which,  after  a  little  Time,  if  the  Phyfician 
be  not  ready  in  bleeding  it  olf,  the  Patient 
p  fpits 


(  I2Z  ) 


fpits  a  bloody  and  purulent  Matter,  and  is 
in  danger  of  a  Gonfumption. 


The  Cure  is  the  fame  as  in  the  foregoing 


Chapter :  I  never  knew  any  one  die  of  this 
Difeafe,  but  for  W ant  of  Bleeding. 

Qxjin sey,,  or  Angina. 

HIS  is  one  of  the  raoft  violent  and 


acute  Fevers  that  can  befal  us. 


The  Learned  make  not  three  Species,  but  ra¬ 
ther  three  Degrees  of  it.  viz.  Cynanche, 
Synanche,  and  Parafynanche.  This  inflames 
the  Tonflls  or  Glands  about  the  Throat,  as 
alfo  the  Mufcles  of  the  Wind-Pipe  and  Gul¬ 
let,  fo  that  fwallowing  any  Thing  is  totally 
obftru&ed.  This  Difeafe  yields  to  nothing 
but  high  Bleeding.  Many  have  died  in  eight 
Hours  after  the  firft  Seizure. 


This 
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“  This  Difeafe  requires  as  high  Bleeding 
<(  as  any;  you  muft  like  wife  open  both  Veins 
a  under  the  Tongue.  Take  PI antane-  Water, 
a  Red-Rofe- Water,  and  Frogs- Spawn- Wa- 
c  ter,  of  each  three  Ounces,  the  Whites  of 
a  three  Eggs  beaten  to  a  Water,  Syrup  of 

u  Mulberries  two  Ounces,  gargle  your 

* 

<c  Throat  often  with  thefe.  Another  Gar- 
a  garifm,  though  this  be  a  very  good  one, 
“  I  much  prefer  :  Take  Spring- Water  one 
“  Pint,  Mercury  Sublimate  half  a  Dram, 
“  Cream  of  Tartar  two  Drams.  Levigate 
<c  thefe  very  fine,  then  filtre  it  off  for  your 
cc  Ufe.  Purging  is  very  requifite.” 


K 


Rheu- 
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HEUMATISM, 

tifmus. 


or  Rheuma- 


r"| . 1 H  I S  is  likewife  a  high  inflamma- 

1  tory  Fever ;  the  Blood  does  not 

appear  more  pleuritical  or  fizey  in  any  Di- 
ftemper  than  in  this. 

This  for  the  molt  part  caules  great  Pains 
in  the  Joints ;  nor  are  the  Mufcles  free.  If 
it  fixes  in  any  Part  three  or  four  Days,  it 
often  caufes  fmall  Tumours  without  Inflam¬ 
mation,  which,  as  the  Pains  pals  to  other 
Parts,  foon  difappear;  for  they  are  never  long 
fixed  on  any  Part ;  from  whence  it  takes  the 
Name  of  Arthritis  Vaga,  or  Wandring  Gout. 

In  the  Day-Time  thele  Pains  are  very  tol- 
lerable,  but  when  the  Patient  is  warm  in 
Bed,  very  acute  and  torturing. 


Ble  I  DING 
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Bleeding  in  this  Cafe  is  no  Remedy';  I 
myfelf  having  known  very  many  lofe  an 
hundred  Ounces  of  Blood,  and  more,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  Relief.  The  Cure  is  much  ea- 
fier  performed  without  that  Operation,  as 

has  been  often  experienced  by  feveral  emi~ 
nent  Phyficians. 

~  ■’  1  •  *’t . 

u  Take  Turbith  Mineral  eight  Grains, 
cc  Conferve  of  Hipps  one  Dram ;  make  it 
“  into  an  Electuary.  Take  it  about  four  a 

,  1 

“  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  between  every 
“  Motion  drink  Polfet- Drink.  At  Bed-Time 
“  take  an  Ounce,  or  an  Ounce  and  half  of 
cc  Diacodium  ;  drink  plentifully  of  the  Emul- 
tc  lion  prefcribed  in  the  Peripneumanie. 
“  The  next  Night  take  of  the  Sweat  as  pre- 
“  leribed  in  the  Gout.  Immerlion  in  cold 
u  Water  is  a  Remedy  of  Angular  Ufe.  ' 

K  z  Ague, 


(  126  ) 


Ague,  or  Febris  Intermittens. 

I  HAVE  obferved,  That  a  Confumption 
was  an  inflammatory  Difeale  ranged 
among  the  Cronicks :  An  Ague  is  a  nervous 
Diltemper,  placed  amongft  the  Acute. 

This  Species  of  Fever  does  not  proceed 
from  an  inflamed  Mafs  of  Blood,  as  all  other 
Fevers  do,  but  from  an  Ataxie,  or  violent 
Motion  of  the  animal  Spirits,  which  caufes 
as  great  a  Degree  of  Heat,  as  if  the  Blood 
were  in  the  moft  exalted  Fermentation.  All 
Heat  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  Effect  of 
Motion. 

Physicians  have  been  very  much  at  a 
Lois  to  find  out  the  Caufe  and  Seat  of  this 
Difeafe,  it  being,  as  was  obferved  before,  a 
nervous  Fever.  It  muft  proceed  from  the 

Brain ; 
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Brain  ;  othenvife,  how  is  it  poffible  it  ihouid 
keep  its  Hated  Periods,  fo  as  to  come  at  the 
fame  Hour  every  Day,  every  third,  and  eve¬ 
ry  fourth  Day,  as  it  certainly  does,  reckon¬ 
ing  the  Days  inclufive.  Whereas  in  an  in¬ 
flamed  Mafs  of  Blood,  the  Fever  always 
continues  till  the  Inflammation  is  wholly  ta¬ 
ken  oft,  and  then  the  Fever  ceafes,  without 
any  Return. 

Farther more  we  fay,  Ex  juv antibus 
&  ladentibus  fumitur  mdicatio.  Bleeding 
’tis  plain  from  every  one’s  Experience,  is 
highly  prejudicial  in  this  Cafe.  The  Re¬ 
medy  to  which  this  Diftemper  yields,  is  the 
Bark,  which  is  the  belt  Medicine  in  ner¬ 
vous  Cafes  known  to  Mankind.  Yet  the  gi¬ 
ving  fuch  large  Quantities  of  the  grofs  Part, 
has  often  done  very  great  Prejudice  to  the 
Patient. 

The  Virtue  of  this  Vegetable  confifts  in 
i  reiinous  Quality;  which,"  iffeparated  from 

K  g  the 
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the  earthy  Part,  will  prove  a  Remedy  in¬ 
deed. 

It  may  be  wondered  with  what  Difficul¬ 
ty  the  Ufe  of  the  Bark  was  firft  introduced, 
and  that  it  ffiould  almoft  be  looked  upon  at 
prefent  as  a  Panacea  is,  equally  furprizing, 
infomuch  that  now  there  is  more  Harm  done 
by  it,  than  it  formerly  did  Good.  The 
Doctor  watching  diligently  for  an  Intermix 
fion  ;  whereas  there’s  great  Difference  be¬ 
tween  Intermiffion  and  Remiffion;  for  as  all 
Fevers  have  their  Times  of  Exacerbation, 
fo  neceffarily  they  muff  have  Times  of  Re- 
miffion,  but  none  of  Intermiffion  ;  becaufe 
then  the  Patient  muff  be  perfectly  well 
and  free,  as  in  an  intermitting  Fever.  Too, 
many  pay  dear  for  this  Miftake. 


Doctor  Morton ,  e (teemed  a  good  Phyfi- 
cian,  was  a  great  Admirer  of  this  Medicine, 
infomuch  that  he  gave  it  in  almoft  all  Cafes. 

I 
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I  never  obferved  it  to  do  any  Good,  but  in 
neryous  Complaints.  Phyficians  and  Apo¬ 
thecaries  are  little  acquainted  with  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  it.  In  ‘Peru  they  call  it  Gafcarilla. 
It  may  be  doubted  if  one  hundred  Weight 
of  it  be  ufed  in  a  whole  Year  throughout 
that  Kingdom,  which  is  more  than  twenty 
Times  as  large  as  Great  Britain. 

u  Take  two  Ounces  of  fine  Bark  grolly 
a  powdered  \  infufe  it  cold  in  a  Quart  of 
a  Red  Port  for  twenty  four  Hours  ;  then 
“  filtre  it  off  as  you  ufe  it,  taking  fix  Spoon- 
u  fuls  every  third  or  fourth  Hour,  begin- 
“  ningjuft  when  the  Fit  is  off,  till  you  have 
u  taken  the  whole  Quart.  Thus  repeat  it 
u  four  Times,  and  it  will  not  return.  This 
“  muffc  be  obferved,  If  it  purges,  it  will  do 
u  no  Service,  In  this  Cafe  put  two  or  three 
“  Drops  ofLiquid  Laudanum  into  each  Dofe, 
ci  till  the  Purging  is  Hopp’d.” 

k4 


Fever 
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Fever  on  the  Spirits. 

IT  may  be  juftly  faid,  All  Fevers  are  on 
the  Spirits,  and  no  where  elfe.  'Tis 
wifely  obferved  this  Fever  does  not  appear  ; 
to  which  may  be  readily  anfwered,  Tie  non 
exiftentibus  &  de  non  apparentibus  eadem  eft 
ratio. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  take  Notice  of 
the  Fluids  of  human  Bodies,  and  I  lhall 
leave  it  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Reader,  in 
which  of  them  a  Fever  begins  or  continues. 

» 

Now  the  Fluids  confilt  of  animal,  mine¬ 
ral,  and  vegetable  Beings,  Alkali's,  and 
Acids,  which  may  be  thus  accounted,  Spi¬ 
rit,  Sulphur,  Salt,  Earth,  and  W ater  ;  there  is 
no  Defcription  to  be  given  of  the  firit  of 
thefe,  unlefs  a  negative  one,  the  two  fccond 


arc 
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arc  Minerals,  the  other  two  the  joint  Caulc 
of  Vegetation. 

Let  the  Reader  confider,  if  a  due  Mix¬ 
ture  of  the  four  laft  are  capable  of  beget¬ 
ting  fuch  a  Heat  in  human  Bodies,  as  to  caufe 
a  Fever  without  the  Intervention  of  the  Spi¬ 
rits,  from  whence  it  may  realbnably  be  con¬ 
cluded,  all  Fevers  proceed. 

This  is  cured,  as  in  the  foregoing  Chap¬ 
ter. 


Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  de 
Yentriculi  affe&ibus. 


A  LMOS  T  all  Diftempers  proceed 
J.  %  from  a  Vice  in  this  Bowel  ;  and  it  as 


rarely  fails  to  have  its  Share  in  raoft  Difor- 
ders  liable  to  human  Bodies  ;  as  great  Sick- 
nefs,  Pains,  Convulfions,  which  are  the  ufual 
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Complaints  the  Patient  makes  when  this  Part 
is  affe&ed.  This  feems  principally  to  be 
caufed  from  Indigettion  ;  fo  that  the  crude 
Chyle  mixing  with  the  other  Fluids,  foon 
brings  on  Putrefaction  ;  for  if  the  firft  Di- 
geftion  be  not  good,  the  fecond  never  cor¬ 
rects  the  Vice  of  the  firft ;  as  we  fay,  cPri- 
ma  concoEk'tonis  vitium  non  corrigit  fecunda , 
and  fo  on ;  lb  that  any  Diftemper  we  are 
liable  to,  may,  and  for  the  moft  part  does 
proceed  from  Indigeftion. 

*  % 

Vomiting,  in  the  forementioned  Difordcrs, 
if  exploded/  would  prove  beneficial  to  the 
Patient  j  it  being  contrary  to  the  Rules  of 
Nature,  which  has  provided,  that  what  is 
received  at  the  Mouth,  lliould  pals  to  the 
common  Draught :  So  that  Purging  feems 
more  reafonable,  becaufe  by  that,  the  In- 
teftines,  as  well  as  the  Stomach,  are  freed  from 
their  Filth  and  Impurities,  which  Vomits  do 
not  fo  effe&uaily  carry  off. 


w 


There 
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There  is  farther  this  Difadvantage,  that 
the  Fibres  of  the  Stomach  are  drawn  from  their 
true  Periftaltick,  to  a  contrary  Motion,  which 
is  too  great  a  Strain  for  thole  fine  V elfels,  by 
which  Means  they  become  lax,  and  are  much 
weakened  ;  fo  that  the  Tone  of  the  Stomach, 
by  too  frequent  Repetition  of  this  Pra&ice, 
is  wholly  loft. 

I  shall  forbear  to  mention  the  many 
Inftances  that  may  be  given  of  thofe  that 
have  loft  their  Lives  under  the  Operation  of 

Vomits. 

’Txs  confefs’d,  the  Do&or  many  Times 
gives  Satisfaction  to  the  Patient,  by  fhewing 
the  flimy  Matter  that  is  brought  off  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  upon  the  Points  of  Feathers ;  where¬ 
as  that  Matter  is  neceffary  to  promote  Di- 
geftion.  Let  it  be  confidered,  for  what  End 
were  thofe  little  Cells  formed  in  the  Crufta 

*  t 

Villola,  Purely  not  to  be  kept  empty,  neither 


to 
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to  be  filled  with  what’s  of  no  Ufe  or  Bene¬ 
fit  to  Mankind. 


ic  Take  Salt  of  Wormwood  two  Drams, 
a  Juice  of  Lemon  fix  Ounces take  a  Spoon- 
“  ful  of  this  every  Hour :  Or  take  of  Spring 
a  Water  half  a  Pint,  Mynjicht’s  Elixir  of 
a  Vitriol  a  large  Tea  Spoonful  :  Take  this 
“  in  the  Morning,  at  Five  in  the  Afternoon, 
<£  and  at  Bed-Time  :  Or  take  Mynficht3 s 
a  Tinfture  of  Steel,  Elixir  Proprietatis,  equal 
<c  Quantities  ;  take  this  in  Water,  as  before , 
£c  but  double  the  Quantity.  Crude  Mercury 
“  taking  an  Ounce  every  Day,  exceeds  all, 
“  taken  in  any  Vehicle. 


Diseases  of  the  Intestines, 
de  affc&ibus  Inteftinorum. 


T 


H  E  SE  fhall  be  placed  in  one  Chap¬ 
ter,  by  Reafon  of  the  Nearnefs  of 
their  Relation  to  each  oTier. 


The 


P 
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The  Duodenum  is  a  Gut  fo  called,  from 
its  Menfuration,  being  almoft  twelve  Inches 
in  Length. 

4 

The  Jejunum  is  fo  termed,  becaufe  ’tis 
rare  to  find  any  Excrement  in  it. 

Authors  have  feldom  taken  Notice  of  any 
Diftemper  incident  to  thefe  two  Bowels. 

The  third  is  the  Ileon,  a  circumferendo. 
In  this  Inteftine  is  feated  the  moffc  painful 
and  dangerous  Difeafe,  called  the  Iliac  Paf- 
fion ;  and  by  fome,  the  Mtferere  meiy  from 
the  acute  Pains  it  gives  the  Patient.  Exper _ 
tus  loquor. 

t 

It  begins  with  Vomitings,  with  a  great 
Pain  about  the  Navel ;  which  encreafing,  at 
laft  the  Patient  vomits  up  his  Excrements, 
or  any  Clifter  given  ;  and  then  it  is  incurable. 

This  does  not  proceed,  as  fbme  Peo¬ 
ple  will  have  it,  from  a  Twill  in  the  In- 

■  teftine 
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teftine,  by  Realon  of  the  Mifentery  adhering 
to  it,  but  it  is  caufed  from  an  Inverfion  of 
the  periftaltick  or  vermicular  Motion,  which 
naturally  moves  downwards.  Now,  this 
being  turned  upwards,  the  Excrement  being 
carried  before  it,  prelfes  on  the  Valves  of 
the  Inteftines,  which,  together  with  its  be¬ 
ing  contra&ed  within  itfelf,  gives  that  mi- 
ferable  and  intolerable  Paim 

The  next  of  the  Inteftines,  is  called  the 
C cecum  or  Blind  Gut.  This  hangs  more  like 
a  Soldier’s  Knapfack,  from  the  other  Intel- 
tines ;  the  Excrement  palfes  in  and  out  the 
fame  Way  :  I  don’t  know  that  it  is  liable  to 
any  Diftemper. 

After  this,  comes  the  Colon,  ab  impedi- 
endo  ;  becaufe  it  hinders  the  Excrement  from 
palling  too  quick  :  Without  this  Retention  of 
the  Excrement,  we  ftiould  be  always  fubje<ft 
to  Diarrhea’s  or  Loofeneffesi 


The 
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The  Difeafe,  incident  to  this  Inteftine,  is 
called  Cholera  Morbus,  the  Cholick. 

Of  this,  there  are  two  Kinds:  Either  Bi- 
leous,  or  Hifterical ;  or  when  in  Men,  Hy- 
pochondriacal.  As  their  Caufes  are  widely 
different,  fo  are  the  Methods  of  Cure. 

t 

The  Redum,  or  Streight  Gut,  in  great 
W eaknefles,  is  apt  to  fall  down,  which  we 
call  Procidentia  Ani,  and  is  known  to  every 
one  that  has  it ;  and  therefore  needs  no  De~ 
fcription. 

The  Sphindre-Mufcle  is  very  fubjed  to 
the  Hsemorrhoides  or  Piles,  both  within  and 
without,  which  many  Times  caufe  Fiftula’s 
in  the  Part. 


Diseases 
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Diseases  of  the  Intestines. 
The  Iliac  Paffion. 


YO  U  need  go  no  further  for  the  Cure 
of  this  fatal  Dileafe,  than  to  take  a 
Pound,  or  a  Pound  and  half  of  Crude  Mer¬ 


cury. 


The  Ckolick. 

O  R  the  firft  of  thefe,  take  Rheubarb, 


u  Cream  of  Tartar,  Liquorilh,  Cori- 
ander-Seeds,  powder  all  thefe  very  fine ; 
<c  take  half  a  Dram  Night  and  Morning  in 
“  a  Glafs  of  Wine  :  Or  take  Black-Cherry- 
u  Water,  Mint- Water,  of  each  two  Oun- 
a  ces,  ftrong  Cinnamon- Water,  Liquid  Lau- 
a  danum  twenty  Drops ;  take  this  at  Night 
“  going  to  Bed ;  or  take  the  Salt  of  Worm- 
li  wood,  as  preferibed  in  Difeafes  of  the  Sto- 
cc  mach,  for  the  other.” 


The 
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The  Streight  Gijt 

IS  often  infefted  with  little  white  flatWorms^ 
called  A  fear  ides  ;  which  are  deftroyed  by 
the  following  Clyfter:  Boil  Quickfilyer  in 
Water  in  an  Earthen  Pot  for  two  Hours ; 
give  it  by  way  of  Clyfter. 

The  Cafe  of  Mils  Corbett  was  fo  very 
remarkable,  that  it  made  a  very  great  Noife 
all  over  the  Town,  infomuch  that  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  feemed  to  be  much 
alarmed.  The  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Louifa  Berkeley  being  left  off  by  other  Phy- 
ficians ;  and  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Rachel  Manners ,  being  likewile  left  off  by 
her  Phyficians ;  it  was  agreed  on  all  Hands, 
that  I  kept  them  alive  feveral  Days  longer 
than  was  expeded  by  any  Perfon  about 
them.  The  Lord  Irwin  died  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  near  the  fame  Time  ;  as  did  the  Duke 

L  of 
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of  Rutland ,  and  Mr-  Manfel  of  a  great 
Weljh  Family.  Great  Endeavours  were ufed 
to  faddle  me  with  the  Death  of  thefe  three 
Gentlemen :  It  was  given  out  by  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  that  1  had  killed  all  three  of  them, 
by  introducing  a  new  Method  of  Practice : 
Whereas,  to  the  belt  of  my  Knowledge,  I 
never  faw  the  Face  of  either  of  them. 

I  neve  r  affronted  any  Apothecary,  unlefs 
ordering  too  little  Phyfick,  and  curing  a  Pa¬ 
tient  too  icon,  is,  in  their  Way  of  Thinking 
an  unpardonable  Crime.  I  mult  confefs,  I 
could  never  bring  an  Apothecary's  Bill  to 
three  Pounds,  in  a  Fever :  Whereas  I  have 
known  fome  of  their  Bills,  in  this  Difeafe, 
amount  to  forty,  fifty,  and  fixty  Pounds.  If 
they  can't  cure  with  lefs  Charges,  I  can’t  for¬ 
bear  faying,  That  I  have  the  fame  Opinion 
of  their  Integrity,  as  I  haye  of  their  Undcr- 
ftanding. 


Since 
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Since  thefe  Gentlemen  have  been  pleas’d 
to  take  fuch  Liberties  with  my  Charader,  I 
think  I  have  an  equal  Right,  or  that  at  leaft 
it  will  be  pardonable  in  me,  if  I  endeavour 
to  lay  open  their  Iniquities  to  the  World. 
When  I  have  attended  fome  of  my  Patients, 
they  have  very  often  given  it  as  a  Reafon 
for  not  feeing  me,  That  £  do  not  prelcribe 
every  Time  that  I  vifit  them  ;  and  have  like- 
wife  told  me,  That  they  learned  this  Dodrine 
from  the  Apothecary,  That  ’tis  your  IVriting 
Thyjician  only ,  who  has  a  Title  to  a  Fee.  I 
muft  own,  at  firft  Sight,  this  carries  a  very 
good  Face  with  it,  and  muft  naturally  create 
in  Patients  a  great  Opinion  of  the  Apothe- 

I 
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cary,  who  feems,  in  this  Refped,  to  ad: 

.  , ,  ,  t  ,  ...  •  •  -x  ....  .... 

merely  out  of  Regard  to  their  Welfare,  and 

v  r  ~  •  *  '  .  /  '  •  *  .  '  “  •;  .  ■  Vf  - 

not  from  any  View  to  the  Dodor’s  Intereft, 
or  his  own.  But  to  me,  it  appears  very  plain¬ 
ly  a  Deceit,  however  plaulible  to  others ; 
and,  to  make  it  clear  to  you,  only  confider, 
that  if  the  Phyfician  writes,  it  muft  be  ten  or 

L  2  twelve 
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twelve  Shillings  at  leaft  in  the  Apothecary’s 
Way;  and  for  my  Part,  I  don’t  look  upon 
this  to  be  at  all  better  than  picking  one  Man’s 
Pocket,  to  put  Money  into  another^. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  each  unprejudiced  Rea¬ 
der,  Whether,  if  a  Phyfician  muft  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  vary  his  Prefcriptions,  when  there 
is  no  Oecafion  for  it,  he  is  not  confequently 
left  under  the  greateft  Uncertainty,  and  un- 
capabie  of  judging  what  may,  or  may  not  be 
of  Benefit  to  his  Patient  ?  So  that  if  fuch  a 
Practice  does  not  prove  fatal  to  the  Patient, 
he  runs  at  leaft  a  very  great  Plazard  of  his 
Life. 

'Tis  my  Opinion,  the  lefs  Apothecaries 
Gains  are,  the  better  the  Patients  may  af¬ 
ford  to  fee  their  Doftor.  1.  know  very  well, 
1  am  no  fooner  called  to  a  Patient,  but  it  is 
reported  immediately  he  is  dead,  and  I  have 
killed  him ;  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Sir  John  Blunt , 
very  lately,  who  was  ftruck  with  the  Dead 

Palfey ; 
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Palfey :  However,  in  four  Days,  his  Senles 
were  perfectly  reftored  to  him  *  and  in  twelve 
Days,  he  had  the  fame  Motion,  Life,  and 
Senlatian,  on  that  Side  which  was  ftruck,  as 
on  the  Side  that  was  not  affe&ed. 

If  by  what 1 1  have  laid,  I  have  difobliged 
all  the  Apothecaries  in  the  Kingdom,  I  have 
not  many  more  Enemies  amongft  them,  than 
I  had  before.  If  it  fhould  be  asked  now, 
What  was  the  original  Grounds  of  their  Dif- 
like  to  me,  I  can  give  no  other  Reafon,  than 
my  being  always  inviolably  attached  to  the 
Intereft  and  Welfare  of  my  Patient,  and  en¬ 
tirely  regardlefs  of  thefe  Gentlemens  unwar¬ 
rantable  Gains, 

If  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  I  am  full 

.  i  ,  1  i  ' 

to  be  recommended  by  Apothecaries,  and 
mult  depend  entirely  upon  their  good  Word, 
I  can  allure  the  World,  I  fhall  icon  retire  ; 
where  none,  except  the  Poor,  will  have  any 

»  v 

Affiftance  from  me. 
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I  am  very  fenfible,  my  Method  in  curing 
Fevers,  is  much  exploded,  becaufe  I  ad  quite 
contrary  to  the  common  Pra&ice.  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  live  in  Gloucefterfbire ,  in  the  Years 
1-728  and  172.9;  when  a  very  fatal  Epide¬ 
mical  Fever  raged  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to 
fweep  off  whole  Families,  nay,  almolt  whole 
Villages.  I  was  called  to  feveral  Houles, 
where  eight  or  nine  Perfons  were  down  at 
a  Time ;  and  yet  did  not  fo  much  as  lofe  one 
Patient  where  I  was  concerned.  I  defy  the 
Malice  of  my  molt  implacable  Enemies  to 
make  it  appear,  that  in  my  ten  Years  laft 
Practice,  I  have  loft  twelve  Patients  in  all 
Kinds  of  Fevers  put  together. 

The  Cafe  of  J  ohn-Dineley  Go  ode  ere 
Efq;  of  Charlton  in  Worcejlerjhire ,  near 
Eveftam,  was  very  remarkable  :  Some  Years 
ago,  when  he  was  in  London ,  he  was  leized 
with  a  violent  Fever:  He  was" unwilling  that 
Sir  Edward  Goode  ere 5  his  Father,  who  was  in 

Town 
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Town  at  the  fameT  ime,lhou  Id  know  anyT-hing 
of  it ;  ib  that  he  was,  as  it  were,  in  Extre¬ 
mis  before  his  Father  was  acquainted  with  it. 
He  ordered  me  immediately  to  be  called  to  his 
Son ;  whole  Eyes  were  fet  in  his  Head,  his 
Jaw  fallen,  his  Tongue  directly  black  and 
hard,  his  Face  as  black  as  an  Indian ,  with 
round  Drops  upon  it  as  big  as  Peafeor  Pulfe, 
The  Apothecary  being  prefent,  I  asked  him 
if  he  blooded.  He  told  me.  Yes ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  got  every  Thing  in  order  for  it.  I  bid 
him  take  Care  to  make  a  large  Orifice,  which, 
he  did.  He  asked  me  how  much  Blood  he 
mufc  take  away.  I  anfwered  I  could  not  tell. 
He  faid  he  had  taken  oil  twelve  Ounces.  ■  I 
faid,  Let  the  Patient  bleed  on.  The  Apothe¬ 
cary  now  told  me  he  had  drawn  twenty 
Ounces.  Then  I  difeerned  fomething  of  a 
Pulfe  coming  on  in  my  Patient.  In  the 
Conclulion,  he  bled  to  forty-eight  or  fifty 
Ounces.  The  Sweat  went  off,  and  his  Face 
came  to  its  Colour.  Whilft  he  was  bleeding, 

I  got  a  cool  Tankard  of  Rhenilh  Wine, 

L  4  Water, 
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Water,  and  Lemon,  which  held  near  three 
Quarts  :  I  railed  him  upon  his  Pillow,  and 
gave  him  about  a  Pint-  Glafsful ;  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  he  began  to  move  his  Eyes,  and 
clofe  his  Jaws.  In  a  very  Short  Time  after, 
I  gave  him  a  Couple  of  Glaffes  more.  He 
then  fixed  his  Eyes  hard  upon  me,  put  his 
Hand  out  to  me,  and  laid,  Is  it  you.  my  dear 
Friend  ?  I  asked  him ,  If  he  could  drink.  He 
anfwered,  The  Ocean.  I  made  thole  about 
him  rub  his  Head  with  dry  Clothes,  and 
then  asked  how  he  found  himfelf.  He  an¬ 
fwered,  In  a  ftrange  confuted  Condition,  In 
one  Hour,  or  thereabouts,  he  flung  the 
Clothes  off  the  Bed,  put  his  Feet  in  his 
Slippers,  called  for  his  Night-Gown,  walk¬ 
ed  to  the  other  Side  of  the  Room,  fet  him- 
felf  down  in  a  two- armed  Chair,  Now,  my 
dear  Friend ,  (fays  he,)  we  will  have  one 
-  Flask  of  Claret  together.  I  told  him,  I 
would  drink  a  Flask  of  Claret ;  but  that  he 
HHift  flick  to  his  Cool  Tankard". 

t  :  _ 
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The  next  Morning,  when  I  came  to  wait 
on  him,  he  was  down  in  the  Stable  arnongft 

*  C 

his  Horfes,  without  a  Gap,  having  nothing 
on  but  his  Night-Gown  and  Slippers.  I 
asked  him,  How  he  did ?  He  faid,  Never 
better  in  all  his  Life.  This  was  in  the 
Month  of  March.  Now,  this  is  termed  a 
defperate  Way  of  Practice.  But  then,  they 
who  condemn  it,  fliould  give  an  Inftance  of 
any  one  I  have  loft  by  fuch  Methods. 

There  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
the  whole  Animal  Creation  is  liable  to  di¬ 
vers  Kinds  of  Difeafcs ;  and  it  is  as  certain, 

i  f 

that  the  Almighty  Goodnefs  has  afforded 
Animals  fuch  Appetitions  of  Nature,  or  In- 
ftind,  that  we  daily  fee  they  have  Recourfe 
to  fuch  Remedies,  whereby  they  recover  their 
Health.  Birds  refort  to  their  feveral  Sorts 
of  Callings,  when  their  Stomachs  are  de¬ 
praved  ;  in  Fevers,  to  Cold-Bathing ;  or  when 
they  haye  gorged  th end'd ves  with  too  much 

Pood, 
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Food,  then  to  their  Weatherings  on  the  Tops 
of  high  Trees.  Let  but  a  Lady’s  Lap-Dog 
go  out  in  the  Fields,  he  fhall  fearch  every 
wkere  to  find  out  the  Gramen  Caninum,  or 
Rogs-Grafs ;  of  which  he  fhall  eat,  till  he 
both  vomits  and  purges.  As  for  the  Reptilia, 
thole  fmall  Animals,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be 
made,  but  they  have  alfo  their  Remedies. 
Now,  by  our  Treatment  of  the  feveral  DiL 
eafes  incident  to  us,  it  fee  ms  as  if  Provi¬ 
dence  had  exempted  us  from  this  great  Be¬ 
nefit  afforded  to  the  fubordinate  Creatures. 
If  we  have  a  Fever,  we  mu  ft  be  kept  clofe, 
and  ply’d  with  the  moft  heating  Remedies ; 
be  deny’d  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors,  and 
every  Thing  elfe  that  we  call  for  with  the 
greateft  Earneftnefs.  This  is  contradicting 
the  Rules  of  Nature,  and  moft  certainly 
wrong.  Right  Reafon,  and  the  Rules’  of  Na* 
ture,  will  eternally  tally. 

I  am  credibly  informed,  The  moft  learned 
and  ingenious  Doctor  Boerhaave ,  in  all  Fe¬ 
vers 
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vers  bleeds  plentifully,  gives  Air  to  his  Pa¬ 
tients  immediately,  tears  off  all  Blifters,  and 
indulges  the  lick  Perfbn  with  all  manner 
of  cooling  and  diluting  Liquors. 

The  Remedies  that  have  been  prefcribed 
for  the  feveral  Diftempers  mentioned  in  this 
Treatife,  may,  with  God’s  Bleffing  upon 
them,  be  depended  on  as  very  efficacious 
in  the  Cure  of  each  particular  Difeafe  ;  un- 
lefs  a  Perfon  has  a  Complication  of  Diftem¬ 
pers  upon  him  at  once.  But  £  muft  give  the 
Reader  one  Caution,  That  there  is  a  great  Dif¬ 
ference  in  the  feveral  Conftitutions  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  left  to  eve¬ 
ry  Man’s  Difcretion,  as  to  the  Quantity  he 
is  to  take  of  each  of  thefe  Medicines. 

I  have  gone  through  moft  of  the  Dif¬ 
tempers  common  to  the  Climate  we  live  in; 
and  have  Shewn,  at  the  fame  Time,  what  is  the 
moft  likely  Method  of  curing  them ;  and  hope, 

that  as  to  the  Plainnels  of  my  Style,  and 

\ 

making  the  Befcriptions  intelligible,  I  have 
T  been 
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been  as  good  as  my  Promife  made  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  this  Treadle. 

I  do  not  feek  lor  Applaufe  from  this  Per¬ 
formance,  efpecially  from  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Faculty,  being  fenfible  how  many  great 
and  powerful  Enemies  i  have  amongft  them; 
Who,  as  they  have  done  all  they  could  hi¬ 
therto  to  dilcredit  my  Pradlice,  fo  probably 
♦  will  take  Occasion  from  the  Publication  of 
thefe  Sheets,  to  improve  their  Invedives  and 
Refentments  againft  me.  But  as  Cultom  has 
made  ill  Ufage  familiar  to  me,  I  think  I  am 
prepared  for  any  future  Calumny.  In  the 
mean  Time  I  would  caution  unwary  People 
againft  one  Thing }  which  is,  Not  to  miftake 
every  Graduate  lor  a  Phylician,  nor  a  Clan 
of  prejudiced  Gentlemen  for  Oracles.  Ex¬ 
perience  is  all  in  all  ;  and  I  will  venture  to 
fay  feme  Experience  has  fallen  to  my  Share, 
having  fought  it  in  other  Places  befides  the 
Shops  or  Apothecaries,  or  the  Colleges  of 
Phyficians. 

POST- 


AV I N  G  omitted  the  following  Let¬ 
ter  from  Anthony  Balam  Efq;  in 


Great-RujJelStreet ,  which  I  defigned  to 
have  inlerted .  when  I  was  fpeaking  of  Ghiick- 
jilver,  I  fliall  give  it  my  Readers  in  this 
Place. 


London ,  15  April ,  1732. 


SIR , 


O  U  have  always  undoubtedly  great 


Satisfaction  in  hearing  Succefi  at- 


“  tends  your,  Advice,  efpecially  in  obhinatc 
“  Chronic  Cafes,  which  have  long  baffled 
a  the  Power  of  Phyfick. 

a  I  therefore  think  myfelf  indilpenfibly 
“  obliged  to  give  you  that  Pleafure,  fo 
T  <s  much 
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<c  much  your  Due,  in  reciting  the  Effects  of 
“  your  Prefcription. 

a  You  will,  I  am  fure,  excufe  me  from 
u  the  difficult  Attempt  of  explaining  my 
“  Cafe  j  which,  were  I  able  to  execute, 

i  $ 

“  would  be  needlefs  to  you,  who  are  fo  well 
u  acquainted  with  it.  Let  it  therefore  fuf- 
u  fice  to  lay,  That  my  Afthma  has  been 
a  from  my  Infancy,  and  at  different  Times 
u  has  afflicted  me  under  all  the  various 
“  Shapes  that  Diftemper  exhibits  in  all  the 
“  Patients  I  ever  yet  converfed  with,  and 
u  that  I  never  found  any  very  fenfible  Relief 
“  from  Phylick.  Some  Time  in  ‘December 
“  laft  was  Twelve-Months  you  advifed  me 
£C  to  take  Quickfilver ;  I  happily  refolved 
“  to  follow  this  Advice,  and  immediately 
“  found  great  Relief.  Other  Difbrders,  af- 
u  ter  feme  Time  uling  it,  intervening,  oc- 
a  cafioned  fome  Interruptions  in  my  Courle  • 
u  and  from  Jane  till  OBober ,  being  in  the 
“  Country,  I  quite  forbore  the  Ufe  of  it  ; 

“  but 
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<c  but  at  that  Tipie  I  again  began  taking  it  an 
“  Ounce  per  Day,  and  hath  hitherto  con- 
“  tinued  it  with  very  few  Intermiflions :  The 

a  Confequence  of  which  is,  that  from  the  fir  ft 

. 

a  Time  of  taking  it,  to  this  Inftant,  I  never 
“  had  any  violent  Fit* ;  and  during  all  the 
u  laft  Winter  I  have  not  been  confined  other- 
“  wife  than  through  Precaution,  to  avoid 
u  the  Inclemencies  of  very  bad  Weather,  or 
“  upon  flight  Attacks,  when  Reft  is  always 
u  preferable  to  any  the  leaft  Motion.  My 
“  Complaints,  though  very  greatly  dimi- 
“  niftied,  I  cannot  fay  are  abfolutely  re- 
<£  moved ;  I  have  had  frequent  Symptoms 
“  threatening  me,  and  efpecially  this  Spring ; 

the  V ariablenefs  of  the  Weather  being 
“  always  a  great  Enemy  to  me.  But  hap- 
c<  py  in  a  high  Degree  is  my  prefent  Ccn- 
<c  dition,  when  compared  with  my  former. 
“  To  you  I  am  indebted  for  this  Habbinefs  - 

J  n  3 

a  and  I  fhall  be  always  ready  to  make  fuch 
“  Acknowledgments  of  it,  as  the  moft  grate- 
£c  ful  Senfe  can  infpire. 

<£  If 
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u  If  you  think  my  Name  may  do  any  Ser- 
u  vice  in  encouraging  other  Sufferers  to  try 
u  a  Remedy,  which,  by  my  Experience 
<c  in  a  long  Ufe,  proves  not  only  very  inno- 
u  cent  of  the  Charge  of  bringing  on  other 
“  bad  Confequences,  but  like  wife  the  foie 
a  efficacious  one  in  this  lamentable  Biford er 
“  you  are  very  welcome  to  make  iu eh  Ufe 
u  of  it  as  you  may  think  proper. 

c<  I  have  the  Liberty  to  mention  another 
“  Gentleman’s  Name,  who,  through  my 
“  Means,  and  by  Encouragement  from  me, 
‘‘  has  reaped  a  much  greater  Advantage 
u  from  your  Ad  v  ice  than  my  felf.  Mr.  More j 
u  who  lives  at  Epfom,  has  been  troubled 
“  from  his  Infancy  with  an  Afthma  in  an 
“  extream Degree:  About  laft  February  was 
“  Twelve-Month  he  began  the  Ufe  of 

u  Quickfilver  :  He  lias  taken  it  ever  lince 

,  ,  ♦ 

u  with  very  few  Intermiflions  :  He  has 

u  from 
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£c  from  that  Time  had  but  two  fmall  Fits; 
u  the  laft  was  in  Augufi  pair,  and  was  the 
<c  leaft  of  the  two  :  Since  that  Time  he  has 
a  not  had  one  Afthmatick  Symptom ;  and 
u  from  not  being  able  fcarcely  ever  to  walk, 
a  he  has,  for  his  Diyerlion,  walked  from 
“  London  to  Epfom. 

I 

t(  I  wish  you  may  foon  produce  fo  many 
a  other  Examples  of  fuch  Cures,  as  may 
<c  overcome  all  Prejudices  and  groundlels 
<c  Fears,  and  propagate  the  merited  Credit 
a  of  fo  falutiferous  a  Remedy,  I  am, 


Sir, 


i 

Tour  mojl  obliged 


And  very  humble  Servant  j 


To  Dr.  Dover. 


Anthony  Balam. 


jY.  B.  Maving  taken  Notice  of  feme  Er¬ 
rors  in  the  Practice  of  other  Phyficians, 
I  lhall  frankly  acknowledge  one  in  my 
own :  I  have  hitherto  been  too  zealous 
in  recommending  one  particular  Apothe¬ 
cary  )  but  am  refolved,  for  the  future,  to 

let  all  my  Patients  •  make  ufe  of  any  Apo¬ 
thecary  they  like  beft  ;  which,  I  think,  is 
but  doing  Juftice  to  the  Gentlemen  of  that 

Profeffion. 


ERRATUM. 

Page  93 .  Line  6.  for  Diacodium ,  read  Diafcordium. 
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